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SUBJECT:  Combat  After  Action  Report  -1  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  I 
^Operation  Atlanta,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Reg i Bent  j 

TO:  SEE  JUSTSJJJHIQll _ _ _ _ _  ^  (J^Xk 

(jX  C  0»?  7  oujVrts/L  CLai nX 

1.  Forwarded  as  inclosure  is  a  Combat  After  Action  Report,  Head¬ 
quarters,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment,  Operation  Atlanta  (20  October 
1966  -  8  December  1966).  Information  contained  in  this  report  should 
be  reviewed  and  evaluated  by  CDC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6f  of 

AR  1-19  and  by  C0NARC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6c  and  d  of  AR  1-19. 
Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSF0R  OT 
within  90  days  of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  the  Com¬ 
mandants  of  the  Service  Schools  to  insure  appropriate  benefits  in  the 
futiafJT  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations,  and  may  be  adapted 
forTtee  in  developing  training  material. 
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IfcADQU/.lTERS 

iitm  armor  iD  cavalry  nioiKsnr 

APO  San  Francisco  96257 


COMBAT  OPERATIOiB  AFTE*  (CTT'KI  W?''?T 
OPERATION  ATLANTA 


1.  (tJ)  RSra^i'jCES; 

a.  LOI  6-66,  Headquarters,  II  F  Force  V,  27  September  1966. 

b.  OPCRD  09-66  (Operation  ATIAHTA),  Headquartere,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Regiment,  6  September  1966. 

c.  Map  Series  RVW,  1*50,000-631*31,  61*1*31,  6!d*3rv,  611*311,  61*1*3111, 

6UJ*n,  6Sl»3ni,  651*3IV,  61*1*21,  61*1*211,  61*1*2111,  61*1*2IV,  651*1*111,  65i*i*IV. 

2.  (U)  HAIIS-aND  TYPE  OF  OP".R  TION*  11th  Armored  Cevelry  Operation  ATLANTA 
Search  and  Clear,  Base  Camp  Security,  and  RQaDRTONER, 

3.  (U)  DATES  OF  O^TIOHi  200230H  October  -  O02!*OOH  December  1966. 

1*.  (C)  GENERAL*  On  27  September  1966,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  directed  thr 

11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  to  secure  a  base  camp  area  in  the  vicinity  of  7S  1*296 
to  clear  and  secure  highways  and  lines  of  communications  in  povtione  of  F.fcn  Hoa, 
Long  Khanh  and  °houc  Tuy  Provinces.  Execution  of  thu  mission  was  initiated  under 
the  code  name  Opart tion  ATLANTA.  The  ooeration  commanc.jd  on  20  Cot  :bcr  *966.. 
Initially  the  operation  wee  confined  to  the  securing  of  national  Highway  1  from 
BIEfJ  T'QA  to  IUAi'  LOG  and  a  portion  of  Interorovinclal  Route  2  to  the  riea  of  the 
new  base  oamp.  Concurrently,  security  would  be  orovided  for  the  englmt-r  work 
parties  involved  in  the  clearing  and  preparation  of  the  area  for  occupancy  by 
the  Regiment  in  the  latter  pert  of  November.  A  few  days  af  tor  the  cp&rction 
started  the  1st -Squadron  and  engineer  unite  wore  jeined  by  the  2nd  Squ.uron  wliich 
organised  and  operated  out  of  t  combat  base  in  the  Ong  Que  rubber  plantation 
(IS  3999)  for  almost  e  month.  The  Regiment's  general  area  of  operation  is  depicted 
in  Annex  E.  Initially  this  area  of  operation  waa  divided  into  3  areas  aa  ahown 
on  the  Inclosed  map.  the  general  area  was  expanded  ***  include  ^  aroaS’ 

■fail*  the  let  and  2nd  Squadrons  were  operating  out  of  their  combat  basee 
in  the  IUAN  LCC  area,  the  3rd  Squadron  was  securing  tbs  Regimental  5 towing  Area 
in  L0P8  BINH  and  providing  security  for  the  BIETI  HOA  -  LONG  BINH  crea  (Operations 
B.UOWTCHH  and  MARSHALLTOWN).  In  addition  to  providing  security,  the  3rd  Sf  ladron 
conducted  aggreesiva  patrolling  activities  and  provided  artillery  l'lre  support 
for  the  DONG  MAI  eenaltlva  ares.  By  the  end  of  tbe  firat  week  in  Novenbcr  Hie 
eemmand  elamer.te  of  tha  Regiment  were  operating  out  of  the  base  camp  area  to  be 
followed  in  the  next  t*  weeks  by  the  remaining  hoadquartere  elements  and  the  3rd 
Squadron. 

The  Rrglmsnt  continually  demonstrated  its  versatility  and  maneuverability 
throughout  the  operation.  It  was  not  unoemwn  to  find  the  equadrons  rpor.'tlug  on 
three  independent  missions  covering  terrain  from  I4J  KHE  (Operation  ATTLEBORO)  to 
the  northern  most  limits  of  tha  let  Australian  Teak  Force  TACR  as  shown  In  Annex  E. 
The  Blickhorsu  Regiment  remained  constantly  on  the  alert  reedy  to  exploit  ite 
tremendous  firepower  end  Inherent  crosscountry  mobility. 

a.  Tha  reporting  officer  of  this  report  la  Colonel  v’llilam  V.  Cobb, 
Comunding  Cffioer,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment. 

b.  Task  O-ganiiatlon.  Control  of  tha  operation  wae  exercised  by  Head¬ 
quarters,  11th  Armor  >d  Cavalry  Regiment,  operating  initially  out  of  a  tactical 
oenmand  joat  at  LCIt}  BI1H  tdiich  later  moved  to  the  bass  camp  area.  The  initial 
task  organisation  is  indicated  below.  Dus  to  tha  duration  of  tha  operation  aid  the 
additional  requirements  placed  on  the  Regiment,  frequent  change*  in  task  organ¬ 
isation  were  necessary  end  are  shots*  aa  tha  occurred  in  paragraph  6,  EM  Option. 
Ccmmandtre  are  ahown  in  Annex  D, 
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R-gL"'oriual  Control 
Sftytii  Ir.gineer  Company 


let  Squadron 
2nd  Squadron 

3rd  Squadron  37th  Medical  Company 

55let  Light  Maintenance  Company  (DS) 
liWh  Radio  Research  Detachment 
5 1,1st  Military  Intelligence  Detachment 
-  33rd  CDRC  Detachment 

17th  Publlo  Information  Detachment 
28th  Military  Hietory  Detachment 

5.  (C)  IOTEUJG3KC3I 

a.  Prior  to  Operations 
(I)  VC  Main  Force: 


CUfttSKT  i 

UNIT 

5TREWTH 

PRCBATiLE  LCC  TION 

DATS 

EVALUATION 

5th  Div  HQ 

100 

73  6058 

lOct 

B/2 

27lith  Ragt 

1850 

K  5585 

lOct 

m 

600  Bn  27l»th 

!*50 

IS  55135 

28Sep 

B/2 

308  Bn  27l»th 

1*50 

IS  5363 

28Sep 

P/2 

265  Bn  27lith 

600 

IS  5585 

tl&ep 

va 

275th  Ragt 

1600 

IS  5770 

lOct 

i/2 

239  Arty  3n 

500 

IS  6781 

3  Oct 

Ui 

250  NVA  Ragt 

1000 

Southern  War  Sons  D 

10tt 

i/2 

(2)  VC  Local  Faroe: 

CDRffiOT  * 

UNIT 

STRSKJTH 

PR03  \BL5  LOCATICf1 

PATE 

KTAUtATHM 

500  DOW  MAI  Bn 

l*5o 

IT  0352177 

lOot 

C/3 

860  Bn 

300 

IS  5875 

lOot 

C/3 

C106  Co  (unoonfirmed) 

>Uc 

LOW  KRAIS  Province 

lOot 

C/3 

B.1  Piet 

: » 

IT  6006 

5Ang 

C/3 

H.2  Piet 

50 

TT  650250 

(Base  of  Operations) 

H.3  Plat 

20 

IS  81091*0 

(Bane  of  Operations) 

H.b  Plat 

5o 

IS  1*596 

ZlUaf 

B/2 

C33  m  ZA  Plat 

30 

IT  1^011*0 

(0 mm 

of  Operations) 

C270  VIW  COU  Plat 

30 

rr  720170 

(Bm 

of  Operations) 

CHAD  TRAM!  Plat 

30 

rr  070160 

(Base  of  Operations) 

226  CHAD  TIUU  Plat 

30 

IT  350730 

(Base  of  Operations) 

Cl.7  CAH  SD  Plat 

30 

IS  52S73S3 

(Bast  of  Operation*' 

(3)  Incidental  VC  actlritlaa  along  National  Rijhw  1  froa  BIT* 

HQA  to  XCL'JT  LOG,  south  along  National  Highway  1  and  Interprovincial  Route  2  to 
BA  RIA  ranged  from  a  vbushea  of  OVA  and  AWN  force  a  to  roadblocks  and  tax  col  lac  lion 
polcta.  The  nature  of  the  inoidente  Indicated  in  attempt  by  the  forces  operating 
along  these  lines  of  ocer-unLoatlon  to  restrict  the  movement  of  cl  Till  an  traffic 
while  denying  thair  use  by  friendly  forces.  A  collate  list  of  incident*  li 
outlined  in  Annex  T  to  this  report. 

(It)  Reported  movements: 

(a)  An  AWN  agent  reported  that  a  VC  Battalion  locctod  vicinity 
IS  2382  on  It  October  moved  to  the  *<#  TRACH  Area  vicinity  IS  U08l*5.  DS 
aval  nation  F/ti  (Cae.mnt  i  No  main  force  bait*  Ilona  are  held  to  be  operation  in  thia 
area  at  thia  time). 

fb)  A  1 33  agent  reported  a  VC  BattHon  vicinity  IT  y>?  U 
TT  35M  to  IT  3200  on  29  September  1966.  ARTN  evaluation  IV 3,  DS  svalmstlM  7/3, 
(CcMenti  Re  li  alia  agent  report  haa  unit  vicinity  IT  3301  on  3  October.  ?j  >  slbly 
oogiaqy  a  live  element  of  the  5th  VC  Division  or  the  unoonflnaed  LOW  KHaNR  Pro¬ 
vincial  Coapany,  C106). 

(o)  An  AWN  agent  reported  the  W  8  3/8  Artillery  Battalion 
was  being  transported  trm  IT  b703  on  1  October  to  C*M  DOOND  (location  unknow) 
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cn  5  October  by  local  laborers:  AEOT  evaluation  C/3,  (Conoenti  i.'o  unit  ii: 
listed  under  that  mssberj  however,  element?  of  the  84A  Artillary  ftsgirent.  are  know 
to  be  infiltrating  Saith  Vietnam  and  reportedly  hend-sd  fer  III  CTZ,  Leading  ale- 
sen  ta  could  hava  reached  XUMI  LOG  area  by  this  time.  Ilia  rogimcnt  was  reportedly 
equipped  with  the  0/1  6£tsn  rocket  firing  weapon,  Characteristics:  Haxlnua 
range  10km,  effective  range  S00»,  kill  radlue  25&n.  US  evaluation  F/6. 

(?)  Snengr  situation.  The  TC  can  be  expected  to  harass:  conveys  with 
mines ,  sniping,  ninor  attacks  of  up  to  platoon  else  anywhere  along  routes  in  thn 
Regimental  sector.  Mortar  end  minor  harassing  attacks  could  also  be  expected  on 
base  coupe  end  coiubat  base  areas.  Although  not  presently  indicated,  the  VC  does 
possess  the  capability  of  mounting  a  regimental  alas  ambush  on  convoys  »nd  attacks 
cn  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Base  Cap. 

(6)  Intelligence  sources:  The  following  sources  were  utilised  to 
plan  the  operation: 

(e)  II  P  Force  V  Intelligence  Report, 

(b)  Agent  reports, 

1  18th  Division  (ARTO),  (Formerly  10th  Division). 

?  Central  Intelligance  Operations. 

2  Rational  Polios. 

(c)  Intelligence  Frtimate  -  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (III  CTZ). 

(d)  KACV  monthly  order  of  battle  updated. 

(s)  II  F  Force  V  Intelligence  Imagery. 

(f)  Pittograph  maps. 

(g)  Visual  reconnaissance. 

(7)  The  Intelligence  ioformetlon  caviled  for  Operation  ATLANTA 
varied  in  currency  fraa  four  days  in  the  case  of  order  of  battle  (CB)  reports  to  a 
little  over  e  week  for  the  incident  reports.  The  information  incorporated  in 

the  Initial  operation  order  was  only  tmo  to  four  days  old. 

b.  During  the  month  of  November  the  VC  continued  to  harraae  the  11th 
Ar.wred  Cavalry  with  unite  up  to  pi? toon  site .  Kis  actions  were  characterised  by 
mining  incidents  along  the  Saigon  •  Xuan  Loc  railroad,  sabotage  and  h«re*o»ient  of 
AlP'a,  POL  dwps,  bridges,  and  acts  of  terrorise  an  the  land  populace.  Kie  v*i* 

Titles  ware  restricted  primarily  to  the  Long  flinh  -  Bien  lioa  area.  Information 
(agent  reports)  received  on  13  Itovsmber  noted  the  presenoe  of  VC  platoons  and 
companies  operating  in  Area  of  Operations  3  (A03)  thus  giving  him  the  capability 
of  massing  main  force  units  in  A03  for  S  direct  attack  on  the  base  camp.  However, 
avail  sale  infatuation  indicated  no  such  threat  was  lwdnent.  Agent  reports  further 
disclosed  the  presenoe  of  the  27l*th  VC  Regt  along  National  Highway  1  betwen  North 
South  grid  lfnea  $0  and  60.  Cf.ier  reports  disclosed  the  construction  of  ajofcnrl. 
positions  on  the  north  anti  south  of  Highway  1  vicinity  IT  6206.  Documsnts  dis¬ 
covered  in  the  vicinity  of  Hill  3 W  (IT  WOO)  indicated  the  presence  of  the  64th 
Rear  Service  Unit  which  normally  operates  In  PUOUC  TUI  Province.  Visual  racctu- 
lssanoe  flights  by  Fermrd  Air  Controllers  (FAC)  revealed  the  possible  evacuation 
by  women  and  children  fresi  villages  northeast  of  the  base  camp.  No  appreciable 
mxrmt  of  Information  of  iwedlats  combat  value  was  gleaned  fro?  tiie  i#D  F11Z1  and 
SUB  Missions  flow  in  ssprort  of  Operation  ATLANTA. 

o.  Terrain  was  a  consideration,  but  not  e  limiting  factor  on  Cfcerrticvi 
ATiAMIA.  The  primary  area  of  operation  wee  confined  to  L0NQ  KHA1B  Province.  Ibs 
oentral  portion  of  LON3  KHANB  Province  generally  has  rolling  terrain  oovarsd  with 
plantations  rad  cultivated  fields.  North  of  XI’AN  LOC  the  ares  breaks  in"o  a 
series  of  long  ridges  radiating  fren  mil  396  (IT  3912).  Vegetation  in  this  area 
consists  of  plrntaticne  along  Route  20  erd  to  the  east  of  Kill  396.  Ih* 

area  la  interspersed  with  cultivated  fields  and  hemlsta.  To  the  east  of  XUAH  LOC 
the  terrain  it  dominated  by  CHQA  CHAM  (rf  6010)  and  is  oovered  with  dense  forest. 

On  tbs  south,  high  ground  follows  generally  along  Interprovincial  Route  2  with  long 
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ridges  extending  east  and  west.  To  the  east  of  Inderprovincial  Route  2,  the 
terrain  is  broken  by  hills  as  is  the  area  southwest  of  Xuan  Loc.  Vegetation 
in  this  area  consists  of  isolated  rubber  plantations  Interspersed  with  culti¬ 
vated  fields,  but  the  majority  of  the  vegetation  i3  dense  first  growth,  with 
some  secondary  growth.  Streams  traverse  the  area  draining  generally  to  the 
east  and  west  of  Xuan  Loc.  The  majority  of  these  streams  are  non-potable. 

d.  CVPSIOr'! 

(1)  "Yychological  Operational 

t«)  Psychological  operation  during  ATIANT4  began  initially  by 
using  a  "Good  Guy1'  lsoflst  drop  and  Utilizing  ltidrpssksr  transmissions  to  announce 
the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment's  arrival  in  the  XUA1I  LOC  era  a.  Reports  later 
received  Indicated  this  method  via  appreciated  by  the  people  of  the  District  of 
Xuan  Loc  thus  developing  an  Immediate  rapport  tilth  the  local  popul  ace.  Leaflet 
drops  mrs  also  made  on  suspected  and  known  71st  Cong  positions  end  on  Tlst  Cong 
oontrolled  hamlets.  In  conjunction  with  the  drops  and  during  tactical  operations 
loudspeaker  transmissions  both  live  and  taped  were  directed  at  the  Viet  Cong  from 
overhaad.  Information  received  from  ralliers  and  prisonsre  lndioated  that  tiis  loud¬ 
speakers  vers  iusard  and  that  the  lsaflets  were  being  reed. 

(b)  .  ctlvitise.  During  Operation  ATLANTA  the  following  support 
missions  were  conducted t 

1  1,979,500  leaflets  were  dropped  during  16  leaflet 

2  9  loudspeaker  uisciona  were  floun  for  a  total  of  13.0 

3  5  Dose"  missions  were  flown  totaling  10.8  hours. 

I  5,000  cirfsv  posters  tmre  distributed. 

5  39,1*00  news  letters  were  distributed, 
o  200,  1967  Vietnamese  calendars  ware  distributed. 

(2)  Civio  Action:  On  5  December  (in  conjunction  with  e  cordon  mi 
search  operation  conducted  by  the  3rd  Squadron  of  ths  villages  of  C.jl  IDT  and 
HDCI  DAI)  a  KSDCAP  plan  waa  initiated.  In  addition  .to  nedical  assistance  basic 
foodstuffs  (powered  milk,  bulgur  wheat,  rice,  and  oooldng  cdl)  were  distributed 
to  the  villagers. 

fries  the  villages  had  been  cordoned  off  the  people  were  airlifted  to  district 
hsadquartvra  at  DUO  THANH  for  scriening  and  is vulng  of  identification  card*.  Over 
300  persons  ware  traj  sported  in  the  operation.  However,  only  20  of  than  pendtted 
the  me  DC  AP  team  to  adbalnister  any  oedloal  aid.  It  waa  quite  apparent  from  tha  out¬ 
set  that  ths  people  had  been  well  indoctrinated  by  the  Viet  Cong  on  the  dire 
consequences  and  sf facts  if  any  of  then  should  accept  medical  lielp  fnai  BS  troop*. 
The  food  waa  received  in  much  ths  same  manner. 


dtp  op  mi  j along, 
loudspeaker  ours . 


This  was  the  first  time  the  Ulackhorss  Regiment  has  encountered  e  locale 
■here  so*  maty  of  tha  people  mere  prer  VI  at  Cong.  In  order  to  counteract  this 
situation  an  extensive  psychological  program  has  been  initiated  in  this  area  stress- 
lnc  the  importance  of  the  people  rallying  to  the  cause  of  tlir  (bvsr»rent  of  Vietnam. 

6.  (C)  KISTIOHi  The  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment,  secures  a  boss  covv 

vicinity  IS  U296j  olsare  and  sacurta  National  Highway  1  and  Interorcvincisl 
Route  333  fro*  BUM  HOI  (IT  0012)  to  QIA  RAI  (IT  6312)?  Interprsvineial  RouU 
2  from  XUAN  LCC  to  the  boundary  of  the  1st  Australian  Task  Force  (let  .ITT) 


A  .mTl^  J 1  SjJtWLL 


Ibn  11  \  A 


(IT  31*10)  to  RJ  vie  TT  3616;  Interprovincial  RouU  333  from  OIA  R  I  (IT  6312) 
to  VO  DAT  (IT  7332}  opens  and  clears  a  route  from  vicinity’  IT  1*1*01  to  L0:D  TR.J3I 
(IS  1392). 


7.  (C)  j 
developed  uith 


The  overall  oaucep-  of  the  operation  was 
tlw  plan  in  four  phases. 


a.  Phase  I  wmld  involve  e  clear  and  eeeirre  operation  along  National 
Highway  1  free*  MEN  MA  (IT  0012)  to  XUAN  LOC  (IT  1*508)  fay  the  1st  Squadron 
with  the  917th  Engineer  Cce^x uy  preparing  to  oral  St  in  bass  c*jg>  dev  slop  out.  fbe 
2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons  would  continue  to  -yrovlde  security  far  the  staging  are*  with 
the  2nd  Squadro.i  ready  to  etieuma  the  mission  of  tha  1st  Squadron  and  provide  a 
troop  sis*  re  action  force, 
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b.  Phase  II  would  commence  with  the  2nd  Squadron  assuming  the  mission 
of  the  1st  Squadron  and  occupying  a  combat  base  vicinity  of  the  road  Junction  of 
National  Highways  l  and  20  while  the  1st  Squadron  would  move  to  occupy  a  combat 
base  vicinity  YT  4301  and  secure  the  Regimental  Base  Camp  site  (YS  4396).  In 
addition  the  1st  Squadron  would  be  prepared  on  order,  to  clear  and  secure  national 
Highway  1  and  Interprovincial  Route  333  south  and  east  from  XUAN  WC  (YT  4508) 
to  GIA  RAY  (YT  6312),  3rd  Squadron  to  continue  securing  the  staging  area  and  be 
prepared  on  order  to  establish  a  combat  base  vicinity  YS  3995  and  secure  and  clear 
Interprovincial  Route  2  from  XUAN  LOC  (YT  4508)  to  the  boundary  of  1st  ATF  TAOR 
(YS  4679),  The  919th  Engineer  Company  (Armored)  would  be  prepared  on  order  to 
move  to  the  base  camp  and  asaist  in  its  development. 


o.  In  Phase  III  the  lot  Squadron  would  ooutlnue  to  secure  ths  base  camp 
and  oonduot  route  security  on  National  Highway  1  Troa.  XUAN  LOC  (YT  <tf08)  to  GIA  RAY 
(IT  6312)  whila  being  prepared  to  oanduct  a  route  security  mission  or,  Interprovinc- 
lal  Route  333  Iron  014  R..Y  (YT  6312)  to  V0  DAT  (IT  7332).  2nd  Squadron  would  con¬ 
tinue  its  route  security  mission  on  National  Highway  1  while  conducting  search  and 
clear  operations  south  of  the  road  Junctiou  of  Routes  1  and  20  at  the  same  time 
clearing  routes  to  CM)  *UB  rubber  plantation  vicinity  IS  3998]  on  ordar  relieve  1st 
Squadron  of  base  ensp  security  mission.  The  3rd  Squadron  would  on  order  secure  a 
combat  bass  vicinity  IS  3995]  on  order  dear  and  secure  Interprovincial  Route  2 
from  YUAN  LOC  to  the  boundary  of  the  let  ATF  TACRj  and  be  prsparsd  to  open  and  clear 

^  Caap  to  LONG  THANH  (IS  1392)  *>d  provide  baas 
-J2!  91  3J5lnaar  Ca®“5r  would  continue  to  provide  assistance  for 

°***  ^  d***1°f**nt  and  combat  engineer  support  for  ths  squadrons. 


d.  During  the  final  phase.  Phase  IV,  the  let  Squadron  wcaild  on  relief 
of  base  camp  nacurlty  by  the  ?id  Squadron  continue  Its  route  security  mission  on 
Rational  Highway  1  from  XUAN  LUC  to  0IA  Rill  and  initiate  similar  operations  on 
Interprovincial  Route  333  to  VO  DAT.  2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons  and  919th  Knglnaar 
Comp  ary  wold  continue  with  their  assigned  missions  stated  in  Phase  ID.. 

8.  (C)  SXSCOTIONi  20  October,-  Changes  in  Task  Organisation 

1st  Squadron 
Troop  L,  3rd  Squadron 

1st  Squadron  Initiated  Operation  ATLANTA  at  0230H  moving  mit  on  Rational 
Highway  1  from  the  Regimental  Staging  ifrea  in  LCtlO  BIMB  (IT  0612)  organialng  a 
Ofahat  baae  vicinity  IT  1*301.  During  the  move  snail  aims  fire  was  received  by 
Caqpaay  D  and  Howlteer  Battery.  2nd  Squadron  remained  in  the  staging  area  preparing 
far  mov^wnt  on  23  October  tfiile  the  3rd  Squedrew  provided  »»«urto  for  2nd  Bat¬ 
talion#  i>k  Artillery  to  XUAN  LOC- 

21  October 

Troop  B  end  Company  0  conducted  search  and  clear  operations  vicinity 
IS  1*1*96  with  only  light  contact.  Numerous  tunnels  wer*  unrovrred  a:  rl  destroyed. 
Troop  L  conducted  operations  to  the  east,  burning  30  huts  and  destroying  10 
tunnels  at  IS  351*927.  At  211*0  hours  Troop  R  received  a  burst  of  automatic  weapons 
fixe  wounding  one  man,  and  observed  13  VC  probing  perimeter  positions  vicinity  IS 
1*1*0982.  Fire  uaa  returned  with  unknown  results. 

22  October 

Operation  ATLANTA  oontlnuvd  with  only  miner  Incidents  during  the  day. 

Ctas  KM 3  (aC/V)  (rai  Troon  8  was  daauaeo  by  a  pressure  mine  at  IS  1*55675  with  no 
casualties.  Four  Viet  Ceng  Suspects  (VCS)  were  detained  by  Troop  B  vicinity  IS 
1*71*857  and  evacuated  for  Interrogation. 

23  October  -  Changes  In  Task  Orgonliation 

1st  Squadron 

Troop  L  reverted  te  yil  affective  1500  hours. 

Operation  TL'JfT.  continued  with  negttiv*  o  on  tent.  A  tank  from  the 
919Ui  Fr^jueer  Ccmnmjy  '<•*  damaged  by  a  mine  at  IS  1*1*9983  resulting  In  one  IB 
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VIA.  2nd  Squadron  movsd  from  the  staging  at  0550  with  Troop  0  and  advance  party 
vlemente  to  organize  a  combat  base  at  Oil!  QUE  vicinity  YS  3999. 

?U  October 

Operation  TLASrA  continued  with  the  let  Squadron  conducting  search 
and  clsar  operations  vicinity  YS  Ui97  resulting  in  negative  contact.  A  \  ton 
trv<*  vdth  three  passengers  from  the  li09th  Radio  Research  Detachment  received  one 
command  detonated  claymore  mine  and  3  rounds  of  small  arms  firs  vicinity  YS 
U|89?5,  resulting  in  one  OS  [CIA,  one  US  WIA,  and  one  \  ton  truck  imaged.  Ths 
main  body  of  the  2nd  Squadron  departed  ths  staging  area  0735  hours,  closing  in 
ite  combat  base  at  0900  hours  without  contact. 

25  October 

Operation  ATLANTA  odntinued  with  esarch  and  destroy  operation!  vicinity 
of  ths  Regimental  Baas  Camp  and  ths  2nd  Squadron's  combat  base  resulting  In 
negativs  contact.  3rd  Squadron  provided  eecurity  for  the  STARCH  sits  t.YS  030115) 
as  part  of  UMQWIWN  (continuous  operstion  -  sscurity  for  SISK  KOA  area), 

26  October  -  Operation  ATIAMTA  continued  with  negative  contact,  lot  Squadron 
conducted  patrols  vicinity  of  the  Regimental  Bass  Cemn  and  ROADRUNNER  operations 
along  Interprovincial  Route  333  from  YUAN  LOG  (YT  1*1*0050)  to  Oil  RAY  (YT  630120). 

Day  and  night  patrols  were  conducted  by  ths  3rd  Squadron  from  ths  staging  area. 

27  October  -  Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  ths  let  Squadron  making  a  cone 

reconnaissance  south  of  the  Regimental  Base  Camp.  During  the  recennaiflsarcs  at 
least  10  turr.sle  containing  clothing,  rice,  hand  grerrdsp,  cooking  uncmils  and 
documents  were  locatsd  and  destroyed.  Three  from  Troop  A  pmre  damaged 

by  pressure  tyce  minss  resulting  in  pne  US  WA.  Negative  contact  was  mads  by  tha 
2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons. 

26  October  -  Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  search  and  destroy  oosrations 
vicinity  Regimental  Base  Camps  and  BUDDY  operations  with  a  local  Popular  Force  (PF) 
platoon  achieving  negativs  ree-'lte.  Trooo  K  orovlded  a  convoy  escort  for  188th 
Maintenance  Battalion  from  LONG  3INH  YT  060120  to  Blsckhorse  Base  Camp  without  in¬ 
cident.  In  conjunction  with  ths  1st  Squadron's  activities  along  Inter-provincial 
Route  2,  165,000  lssflsts  were  dropped  from  YS  7*690  to  YS  1*683- 

29  October  -  Operation  ATLANTA  continued  without  contact.  Search  and  clear 
operations  by  Trooo  A  disclosed  a  hut  containing  12  expended  57am  RR  rounds,  a 
heme  made  battery,  and  anti-American  propaganda,  st  YS  1*65858.  Troop  F  continued 
BUDDY  operation*  with  a  local  PF  platoon  Vicinity  YT  1,1 7,015. 

30  October  -  Operation  ATLANTA  continued  kith  local  security  operations  around 
Blackhores  Bass  Camp.  Contact  was  made  with  h-6  VC  by  an  at  bush  patrol  from  . 
Howitaer  Battery,  1st  Squadron  vicinity  YS  1*56980  engaging  ths  VC  with  small  arms 
and  hand  grenades.  The  enemy  returned  fire  with  7-10  rounds  of  small  arms  and  then 
broke  contact.  VC  casualties  unknown)  no  US  camjalt.ies.  Troop  L  continued  to 
provide  eecurity  for  ths  LONG  BI'!H  ASP. 

31  October  -  Ooeration  ATLANTA  continued  '.rith  tha  advance  elements  of  ths 
Regimental  Command  Group  closing  in  tha  baae  camp  at  0900  hours.  Search  and 
destroy  operrtione  continued  in  the  vicinity  of  tha  base  earn  while  Troop  C 
provided  security  for  a  bridge  classification  team  from  Company  C,  27th  Engineer 
Battalion  (C)  from  YUAN  LOG  dong  National  Highway  1  and  Interprovlneial  Route 
333  to  C.li  GIA  HUT  (YT  678198).  Troop  C  received  10-15  rounds  automatic  weapons 
fire  vicinity  YT  I16I1OS3  with  negative  results.  Search  and  clsar  operati ora  by 
Trooo  A  located  a  hut  (YS  353928)  containing  250  pounds  of  rice.  Progress  continued 
on  the  development  of  the  base  ease  fay  27th  Engl  near  Battalia?.  Troop  5  uncovered 
200  pound*  of  rice,  IOC  BA- 30  batteries  sad  medical  supplies  vicinity  YT  3b3051. 
Trooo  L  continued  to  provide  security  for  tha  LOW  BIN!!  'SP  with  no  contact. 

1  November  -  Troops  A  and  B  conducted  a  dismounted  night  march  at  0230  hours 
encircling  villages  at  YS  l*209l>0  and  YS  1(63996  with  no  contact.  The  27th  Engineer 
Battalion  continued  to  develop  tha  have  c*«g). 
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2  November  -  Changes  in  Task  Organ iieti on 

1st  Squadron 

Troop  F  (OPCCN  1/11  for  base  camp  security) 

Preparation  for  ths  displaoensnt  of  the  Regimental  Headquarters  elements 
continued  while  Troop  C  road  marched  to  Oil  RAT  (IT  621110)  along  National  High¬ 
way  1  and  InterprOTinci al  Route  333  without  contact.  Security  measures  were 
Initiated  by  the  1st  Squriron  to  assist  Como any  C,  27th  Engineer  Battalion  in 
securing  the  QIA  RAT  rock  quarry.  Security  ooerations  by  ths  3rd  Squadron  continued 
In  the  LOW  BINH  -  3EN  FQA  arse. 

3  Nor  ember  -  Chai  gee  in  Task  Organl ration 

Troop  1  0PC0N  2/11  for  base  camp  security 

The  Regimental  Ccar\and  Oroup  olosed  In  to  the  base  oamp  area  (YS  1*2*1965) 
at  0920  hours.  Troop  A  with  support  from  Howltssr  Battery  contlnuod  to  opercta 
along  InterproTlncl al  Route  333.  droops'  E  and  0  received  automatic  weapons  and 
wall  arms  fire  with  Troop  0  observing  st  least  six  persons  vicinity  TS  1*1*1*9&2. 

Troop  F  engaged  two  Viet  Cong  vicinity  YS  1*25975  firing  3  rounds  M79  cannieter  with 
unknown  results. 

I*  November 

1st  Squadron 

Battery  C,  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery  attached  to  1st  Squadron. 

Operation  ATLANTt  continued  with  the  1st  Squadron  pushing  northward  In 
conjunction  with  BUDDY  cordon  and  search  operations  in  the  5UGX  CAT  area.  Sporadio 
mining  and  wall  ares  Incidents  were  encountered  with  no  BS  casualties.  Battery  'C, 
2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery  provided  fire  supoort  for  the  operation  from  CIA  RAY. 
Base  camp  security  continued  to  be  maintained  by  the  2nd  Squadron  while  the  3rd 
Squadron  secured  tha  staging  area. 

5  Dor  ember  -  Troop  A  provided  eecurity  for  engineer  work  parties  constructing 
eulvert#  in  tha  vicinity  CAV  0IA  HUYNH  (YT  677193).  Route  clearing  operations 
Proceeded  n-v’tnuard  along  Interpnrrirvrial  Route  333.  Company  B,  27th  Pneinasr 
Baikal!"  cooaeencsd  work  ""  ’  rock  quarry  alt-  off  N»t.l«r*l  Highway  1.  In  avpcort 
of  the  Regiment's  actlvltlee  loudspeaker  roeratiors  wero  conducted  at  VO  DAT  ficm 
YT  861*2  to  YT  B9l*5.  Baaa  camp  and  staging  a ree  eecurity  continjod  to  tie  .nalnin'r'ed 
by  the  2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons  with  no  significant  contact. 

6  November  -  Security  and  route  clearing  operations  continued  along  Interpro¬ 
vincial  Rouve  333  with  the  1st  Squadron  making  a  show  of  force  et  VO  DAT.  600 
pounds  of  vt.eet  ware  located  (YT  61*7078)  and  evacuated  by  Troop  C.  Sniper  fire 
vicinity  oi  YT  651*071  was  received  by  Trooo  C  resulting  in  one  US  MIA.  Troop  3 
and  2nd  Squadron  trains  closed  In  the  Regimental  Ease  Cam  from  their  combat  base 
ceip  at  CNO  003,  Unite  of  the  3rd  Squadron  continued  to  conduct  eecurity  operations 
with  elements  of  the  3rd  Brigade  l*th  Infantry  Division }  no  significant  contact  made. 

7  Nor  amber 

Troop's  A  and  B  conducted  dismounted  patrols  in  ACt*  while  Troop  C  conducted 
«  route  redcnnalseanee  on  Highway  1.  in  conjunction  *4th  the  patrols,  CUDDY 
operations  were  run  with  elements  of  the  52nd  Ranger  Battalion  vicinity  YT  61*0205 
east  to  TT  69U205  and  YT, 772200.  Battery  C,  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery 
displaced  to  YT  690218  to  provide  support  east  of  VO  DAT  (IT  7332).  Construction 
jof  a  oulvart  bypass  (YT  678190)  wsj  completed  by  Caroany  C,  27th  Ingtnesr  Battalion 
and  oosnsd  for  trafflo,  Security  of  ths  base  cusp  continued  to  be  provided  by  the 
2nd  Squadron |  atoning  area  security  wes  provided  by  elements  of  tha  3rd  Squadron 
with  Troop  L  and  one  platoon  of  tanks  from  Ca.'peny  M  working  with  aleeianta  of  the 
3rd  Brigade,  l*th  Infantry  Division  providing  s  scresn  of  ths  LOW  BINH  fSP,  With 
no  significant  ocntaet. 

8  Bsvssbsr  -  Changss  In  Task  Organisation. 

1st  Squadron  GPCON  to  lit  Infantry  Division  sffactlva  LLOO  hours. 
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Troop  1  released  to  3rd  Squadron  for  Operations  UNIONTOWN  and  MARSHALLTOWN 

1st  Squadron  terminated  its  operations  in  the  GLA  RAY  -  VO  OAT  area  at  jp 

1000  hours.  Squadron  elements  cleared  CIA  RAY  {YT  6311)  at  1300  hours  on  their 
way  to  LAI  KHE  (XT  7738)  stopping  for  -  Glass  I  and  III  resupply  at  the  LONG  BINH 
staging  area.  The  first  elements  of  the  squadron  arrived,  200km'a  later,  in  LAI 
KHE  at  1630  hours,  and  by  1830  the  entire  squadron  had  closed.  The  move  Involved 
approximately  200  vehicles  and  1000  men  completely  combat  ready.  Elements  of 
Troop  G  relieved  the  1st  Squadron  contingent  of  security  operations  around  the  rock 
quarry  at  CIA  RAY  while  Troop  E  ran  search  and  clear  operations  from  the  Blackhorse 
Base  Camp  vicinity  of  YS  4590.  Occasional  small  arms  fire  was  received  by  Troops 
F  and  I  with  negative  results.  However,  Troop  E  had  an  AGAV  detonate  a  pressure 
type  mine  (YS  457900)  resulting  in  one  US  WIA  and  damage  to  the  AGAV.  The 
remaining  Regimental  units  conducted  security  operations  in  tne  staging  area  and 
LONG  BIUH  -  BIEN  HOA  area. 

9  November 

1st  Squadron  continued  under  the  OPCON  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  as 
part  of  Operation  ATTLEBORO.  2nd  Squadron  continued  to  protect  the  base  Camp 
and  dispatch  pstrols  outside  the  perimeter  with  no  contact.  No  significant 
activities  occurred  in  the  staging  area.  3rd  Squadron  continued  Operation  UNIONTOWN. 

10  November 

Local  patrols  and  security  of  the  base  comp  area  continued  to  be  main¬ 
tained  by  the  2nd  Squadron  while  the  3rd  Squadron  secured  the  staging  area  and  oper¬ 
ated  in  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade's  TAOR  as  part  of  Operation  UNIONTOWN.  1st 
Squadron  remained  OPCON  1st  Infantry  Division.  No  significant  results  were 
achieved. 

11  November 

1st  Squadron  continued  under  the  OPCON  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  patrolling  and  securing  the  Regimental  Base  Camp 
with  one  platoon  from  Troop  G  providing  security  for  the  GIA  RAY  rock  quarry  in 
tha  vicinity  of  YT  6311.  Troop  G  had  an  AGAV  hit  by  a  claymore  mine  (YT  627071) 
resulting  in  one  US  V’TA  and  negative  damage  to  the  track. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  Operation  UNIOUTOWN  and  provided  security  for 
the  staging  area.  An  M  Company  M48A3  Tank  attached  to  Troop  K  detonated  a  pressure 
type  mine  vicinity  of  YT  058149  slightly  damaging  the  vehicle.  On  National  Highway 
1  a  3/4  ton  truck  from  Troop  K  traveling  in  convoy  was  hit  by  a  claymore  mine 
resulting  in  no  US  casualties  and  only  minor  damage  to  the  vehicle. 

12  ITovmrber 

1st  Squadron  remained  under  the  0P00!'  of  the  1st  In  fit  try  Clyi.yion. 

Security  of  tlie  base  camp  and  the  rock  quarry  cuiti/msi  to  be  nclnteuivi 
by  the  2nd  Squr  .ron, 

3rd  Squadron  continued  providing  support  for  Operation  UNIOiTQWII  and 
security  for  the  staging  area  with  no  significant  action. 

13  November 

1st  Squadron  continued  to  provide  armor  support  for  Operation  AT'L3BO!10 
under  the  operational  control  of  tho  1st  Infantry  Di.Ti.iion, 

2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons  continued  to  maintain  security  of  the  hr  so  car p  and 
staging  ere a  respectively. 

Ill  November 

Activities  remained  tbs  same  with  the  maneuver  elements  continuing  with 
their  missions.  Company  H  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  vicinity  of 
ZUAN  LOG  (IT  3810)  with  negative  results. 
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15  November 

1st  Squadron  continued  to  furnish  surport  for  Operation  ATTL330R0  in  the 
'/  LAI  KHE  area. 

(deration  ATLANTA  coi  tinurd  •,/ith  the  2nd  Squadron  conducting  local' *piitr6ls  in 
conjunction  with  the  security  of  tha  bass  ccnp.  Convoy e  continued  to  arrive  and 
depart  from  ths  base  camp  daily,  traveling  National  Highway  1  from  LCNO  3EIH  to 
the  Regimental  Bass  Csmp  with  exit  incident.  3rd  Squadron  provided  convoy  escorts 
in  addition  to  securing  the  staging  ersa  periraatsr  and  providing  one  Tr'oop  for 
Operation  UI'IONTOl/N. 

16  November 

At  2025  hours  ths  Regimental  Pise  Camp  received  an  estimated  JO  rounds 
of  82m  mortar  fire  and  75m  recoileee  rifle  fire  vicinity  of  IS  U289R1,  IS 
W2972  end  IS  U55975 •  Fire  was  immediately  returned  with  lo5  m  hovitzare,  U.2" 
mortars,  and  9Chra  tank  fire  which  quickly  and  effsctivsly  silenced  the  VC  guns. 
Results  of  the  attack  were  8  OS  WIA  aid  minor  squipmsnt  damages.  A  latsr  check 
of  ths  VC  gun  positions  indicated  ths  enemy  had  departed  in  a  hurry  leaving 
unexpended  82m  mortar  and  75*™  Re  coil  lass  Rifla  rounds. 

1st  Squadron  remained  OPCOH  to  tha  1st  Infantry  Division  on  Operation 
ATTLEBORO. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  Operation  ATLANTA  conducting  local  patrols  from 
ths  b;.sa  camp  and  securing  tha  OIA  RAI  rock  quarry  all  with  negative  results, 

3rd  Squadron  continued  providing  support  for  Operation  DffiOHTOWN  and 
tha  security  of  the  staging  area.  Troop  L  received  25  rounds  of  automatic  weapons 
fire  vicinity  of  IT  080085,  fire  returned  with  negative  results.  Troop  I  observed 
and  challenged  2  civilians  in  black  pajamas  breaking  e  trail  through  tha  jungle 
(IT  057UJt).  Upon  being  challenged  they  broke  and  ran  at  which  time  ths  troop 
fired  20  rcunds  of  snail  arms,  possibly  wounding  one  of  them. 

17  November 

Patrols  from  tne  2nd  Squadron  ssarchsd  ths  area  around  the  base  c&np  to 
locate  the  positions  used  by  ths  VC  to  shell  ths  camp  the  provious  night.  At  1135 
hours  Troop  0  found  32  expended  75m  Reccdll«»«  Rifle  rounds  and  one  live  7S**o 
recoilless  rifla  misfire  at  IS  L559T9.  A  furthsr  search  of  ths  area  found  three 
mortar  positions  (IS  U5897U)  with  six  82mm  rounds,  assorted  mortar  fuses  and  night 
firing  equipment. 

1st  Squadron  continued  Operation  ATLANTA  under  the  opera'*  lonal  control  of 
tha  1st  Inf  entry  Division  at  LAI  KHE. 

3rd  Squadron  coitinusd  to  support  Operation  0NI0HT0WN  and  provide  security 
for  the  Regimental  Staging  Area.  At  2115  hours  on  ambush  patrol  from  Troop  I 
heard  noises  at  IT  080118  engaging  the  suspected  area  with  one  round  of  M79 
canniater;  two  hr 'd  grenades  were  received  on  position.  8  -  10  rounds  of  JUl6  ware 
also  fired  in  the  direction  of  the  nolssa  along  with  sii:  rounds  of  U.2  inch  HE 
causing  a  seconder/  explosion  after  ths  patrol  withdrew.  No  OS  casualties,  VC 
casucitlss  unknown. 

18  November 

1st  Squadron  continued  Operation  ATTLEBORO  under  the  operational  control 
of  ths  1st  Infantry  Division. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  to  conduct  petrels  and  secure  the  base  cam  peri¬ 
meter  and  tha  rock  quarry.  Probing  actions  ware  made  ilo.og  ths  perimeter  in  Troop 
g>s  sector  at  0155  hours  ind  2325  hours.  Suspected  locations  ware  engaged  with  M79 
rounds,  results  unknown 

3rd  Squadron  continued  to  provide  security  for  the  staging  area  and  support 
for  Operation  UIUCNTCKN.  The  2nd  Platoon  of  Troop  L  at  1825  hours  received  3D 
rounds  of  small  arms  fire  vicinity  IT  075066.  Fire  was  returned  with  H-79  and  wall 
arms  fire,  rerilta  unknown.  Contact  was  broken  at  18U5  hours. 
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1?  November 

let  Squadron  continued  to  pedldpete  In  Operation  aTTIZBCRO  now  under 
the  operational  oontrol  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  effective  0700  hour*. 

2nd  Squadron  conducted  patrol e  in  the  vicinity  of  the  base  camp  (IS  1*1*97) 
and  provided  security  for  tha  rock  quarry.  At  001*5  hours  a  patrol  from  Troop  F 
received  5-7  6Chm  mortar  rounds  from  IS  1*30951  resulting  in  no  OS  casualties. 
Artillary  fire  was  returrod  with  unknown  results. 

3rd  Squadron  oontinued  BHIONTCWN  o derations  and  security  of  tha  staging 
area.  'Ait  area  of  operation  remained  quiet  with  only  occasional  small  err*  fir 
ing.  A  squad  sias  bass  oaip  was  located  (IT  095066)  consisting  of  a  20  mewr  long 
trench*  5  foxholes,  and  oooking  utensils. 

20  November 

let  Squadron  was  released  from  ooeratlonel  control  of  173d  Airborne 
Brigade  and  closed  on  the  etaging  area  at  2035  houre. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  to  conduct  petrols  and  provide  security  for  the 
base  oamp. 

3rd  Squadron  oentinued  to  support  operation  UNIONKVN  and  security  of 
the  staging  area  as  well  as  ths  LOTTO  '3L,rH  ASP. 

21  November  -  Changes  to  Task  Organisation. 

Troop  K  and  L  OPCCM  173d  Airborne  Brigade  in  support  of  UNIOOTO-ffl. 

Tbs  Regiment  oontinued  Cperstion  ATLANTA  end  was  relieved  of  tho  OKI ON- 
TON  mission  by  tbs  173d  Airborne  Brigade.  At  1025  hours  a  regimental  convoy 
travallng  on  National  Highway  1  tceards  XTJAN  LCT  was  amtr>hed  vicinity  IT  275100 
to  IT  290099.  Fire  was  immediately  returned  by  tl.-a  ercort  platoon  ii'om  Troop  C 
along  with  air  strikse  by  holicopte  .-s  and  fighter  rLrcrtft  in  addition  to  artili 
lery  being  fired  in  support  of  the  oeleagiurrod  convoy.  Th*  let  Squadron  movod 
Iw  use  «juaii  site  as  a  reaction  f.. ro-  from  the  LONO  BINH  etaging  area.  Major 
oontact  mi  broken  at  1137  hours  except  for  sporadic  contact  luring  tho  rsmAla- 
der  of  the  dsy.  DS  casualties  wire  7  KIA  (5  frera  11th  Amorsd  Cb7*]«t),  8  WIA 
(7  flrem  tlis  11th  Arr^rcd  Csvalryh  VC  losses  ineluted  s  final  total  of  20  XIA  (BC) 
1  VCS.  '-Jsa x>na  captured  listed  In  Annex  A.  OS  sf’uipr.ent  losses  Included  a 
M113  destroyed,  1'  Mil 3  damaged*  4  2^  ton  trucks  destroyed,  1  01 HB  damaged;  VC 
leases  included  1  57m  RR,  1  A^7  rifle,  2  RPO  rounds  and  udarsUaneovs  documents. 

1st  Squadron  remained  in  the  area  of  tha  ambush  to  conduct  a  sweep  the 
following  dsy. 

2nd  Squadron  ruined  at  the  base  tae  Modoc  tin*  security  patrols  around 
the  perimeter. 

3rd  Squadron  was  refused  from  Operation  DSIONTOWJ  at  11*00  hours  by  the 
173d  Airborne  Brigade.  ContjAurt  to  provide  security  for  the  etaging  avoa. 

22  November 

1st  Squadron  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  south  of  the  arntwah 
kite.  Four  more  "C  bodies  mere  found  with  another  75-100  VC  KIA  (Possible. 
tight  5Tma  RR  rounds,  a  tripod  VT4E  mechanic  for  either  a  re  collie  aa  rifle  or 

heavy  machine  gun  was  alts  located. 

The  2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons  continued  to  provide  base  camp  and  staging  area 
security  respectively. 

23  November 

1st  Squadron  performed  base  camp  security  for  a  portion  of  tha  perimeter 
with  no  significant  averts.  Patrols  from  Troop  C  found  a  grave  (IT  271*072)  con¬ 
taining  a  body  with  a  pistol  bait  and  one  MS  grenade. 
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2nd  Squadron  conducted  search  aid  destroy  operations  In  the  vicinity  of 
IT  1*003  and  provided  eecurity  for  a  portion  of  the  Oil  RT  rock  quarry.  At  11  Ui 
hours  Troop  F  heard  8-10  rounds  of  small  cm  fire  vicinity  YT  h?i>COl5;  a  pinep 
sf  the  area  was  made  v.dth  negative  results.  A  platoon  from  Troop  G  received  on 
unknown  number  of  rounds  of  automatic  weapons  firo  and  hoard  or.e  largo  explosion 
believed  to  be  a  slaymore  vicinity  YT  570063,  Fire  was  roturred  with  eutomotlve 
weapons  with  negative  r^ults.  A  poeoicle  tax  collection  point  was  reported  by  tha 
Air  Observer  at  YT  575605* 

3rd  Squadron  continued  to  eecure  the  etaglng  arsa  and  eupported  Operation 

utfiowrcMi. 

2l*  November 

Operation  "TL/iMTA  sontinusd  with  the  1st  Squadron  performing  convey  escort 
miesione  from  L0M3  BINH  to  the  Regimental  Bass  Camp;  conducted  search  and  aeitroy 
opera-ions  In  ths  vicinity  of  their  assigned  sector  of  the  base  earn  perimeter. 
Troop  C  reported  locating  a  fortification  c duplex  consisting  of  60  bunkers  and 
trenches  forming  s  "T"  from  YT  278037  to  IT  275075,  aid  from  YT  ZlZOoO  east  to 
YT  281079. 


2nd  Squadron  conducted  search  and  deeply  operation*  (YS  3)i95 )  with  Troop 
F  and  provided  security  for  the  OtA  RT  rock  ouarry.  fYi  two  different  Oceanians 
persona  were  detected  along  ths  perimster  ma'ined  by  Troop  E.  A  trip  flare  waa 
ignited  st  0315  houre  revealing  two  persons.  Fire  waa  received  at  thin  tine 
resulting  in  one  US  ’TA.  Two  rounds  of  mortar  fire  were  rs reived  at  11)00  hours  in 
tha  2nd  Squadron  area,  light  fire  teams  wrre  scrambled  and  the  howitzer  batteries 
from  the  1st  and  2nd  Squadrons  wers  used  to  engage  the  euepected  mortar  poi  tion. 
Reinforcing  flree  were  also  requested  and  provided  by  ths  5Uth  Artillery  Oroup  In 
3UAN  IOC. 


3rd  Squadron  remained  in  ths  staging  area  providing  security  and  support 
for  Operation  UNIOtfTOtN. 

25  November 

1st  Squadron  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  vicinity  of  YT  495012. 
35  VCS  were  apprehended  in  a  hamlet  containing  VC  propagonda  material  end  empty 
60nm  mortar  containers;  seven  were  detained  for  further  questioning.  Troop  B  also 
conducted  ROADRUNNER  operations  from  YS  4497  to  YT  2810  without  incident. 

2nd  Squadron  utilising  Troop  F  opened  Route  320  for  tracked  vehicles, 
from  the  base  camp  (YS  439956)  west  to  National  Highway  15  at  LONG  THANH  (YS  140920). 
The  bridge  located  at  YS  205935  was  determined  passable  only  for  wheeled  vehicles 
with  a  bypass  available  for  tracked  vehicles.  ROADRUNNER  and  security  operations 
were  performed  by  Troops  E  and  G. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  to  provide  security  for  the  staging  area  and  support 
for  Operation  UNI0NT0WN  with  Troops  I  and  L  under  the  operational  control  of  the 
173d  Airborne  Brigade,  Troop  K  conducted  ROADRUNNER  operations  and  convoy  escort 
from  LONG  BINH  to  XUAN  L0C  without  Incident. 

26  November 

Operation*  remained  quiet  with  the  squadrons  providing  convoy  eecorte, 
limited  search  and  clerr  ooerations  and  base  casn  security.  Support  for  U..T0>TOiU 
activities  continued  to  be  provided  by  ths  3rd  Squadron. 

27  November 

Search  and  deetroy  operation*  by  the  let  Squadron  east  of  tha  perimeter 
uncovered  90  volt  batterlea  of  local  manufacture  In  a  tree  wrepped  in  plastic. 
Troop  A  alss  found  9  VC  pack*  with  personal  equipment  and  'jew  black  nylon  vajamu. 

The  2nd  Squadron  conducted  seat  oh  and  deetroy  operations  northwest  of  the 
bese  amp  and  continued  to  maintain  etcurlty  of  the  0IA  RAT  rock  tjaarry  sits. 

Security  sf  the  ataglag  area,  am*  continued  support  of  UNI0NTCWN  operations 
ware  provided  by  the  3rd  Squadron,  Convey  escorts  were  ilss  provided  for  regimental 
vehicle!  moving  to  and  from  the  bese  samp. 
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28  November  -  Changes  in  Teek  Organization 

Troop  E  relieved  Troop  L  of  its  UIIONTCWN  mission  effective  1200  hours. 

1st  Squadron  continued  Operation  ATLANTA  with  search  and  destroy  opera* 
tione  (YT  It900)  northeast  of  the  base  camp  with  light  contact.  ROADRUNNER  and 
convoy  escort  operations  run  between  BL  ckhoree  Base  Camp  end  LONG  BIHH. 

2nd  Squadron  operated  north  of  the  base  camp  on  search  and  destroy  oper¬ 
ations  and  continued  to  maintain  security  for  the  rock  quarry. 

3rd  Iquadron  continued  to  participate  in  Ul.'ICTi'OUN  idth  Troops  I  and  L 
under  the  operational  control  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade. 

29  November 

Operation  ATIANTA  continued  with  ths  1st  Squadron,  making  e  recoruialssancs 
in  force  along  Rational  Highway  1  and  .Tnterprovincial  Route  3 33  from  XU.UI  LOC  to 
GK  n  ,Y. 


2nd  Squadron  assumed  a  portion  of  the  UNIONTOWN  mission  under  ths  oper¬ 
ational  control  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade.  Troop  P  provided  escort  for  Regi¬ 
mental  convoys  and  conducted  search  and  deetrqy  operations  vicinity  of  YT  1(302. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  on  Operation  ATLllflA  with  one  Troop  9 till  par¬ 
ticipating  in  Operation  OHOKTOWH. 

30  November 

1st  Squadron's  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  continued  with  no  contact. 
A  report  frem  a  10th  ARVN  Divieion  FAG  indioeted  approximately  300  VC  '.rare  observed 
at  YS  !iii85.  2nd  Squadron  unite  »re  dispatched  to  conduct  a  search  and  destroy 
operation  which  resulted  in  only  minor  contact. 

3rd  Squadron  meanwhile  maintained  eecurity  of  Ihe  etaglng  area  and 

eontinued  to  move  ite  equipment  and  sup^liee  to  the  brit  cunp.  Troop  L  completed 
its  move  to  the  base  oamp  et  1315  hours. 

1  Lecember  -  Changss  to  Tesk  Organisation. 

lrooi  G  relieved  Troop  I  of  OPCCN  mission  to  173d  Airborne  Brigade. 

Trvn  I  reverted  to  3rd  Squadron  control. 

1st  Squadron  secured  the  rock  quarry  and  conducted  ROADRUNNER 
operations  between  (Hi  Ml  and  ths  base  camp. 

2nd  Squadron  Ooeretion  -ATLANTA  ’.rith  negative  oontact  and  participated 
in  Operation  IKIOHTOitf  with  Troops  E  and  0. 

The  3rd  Squadron  (-)  closed  in  the  base  cairp  at  lUOO  heurs,  with  the 
remaining  elements  from  the  Provisional  Squadron. 

2  Decern  nor 

let  Squadron  conducted  an  area  reoonnaissanee  (YS  1(997)  and  a  ROADRUilJSR 
operation  to  OIA  RAI  at  the  eame  time  providing  security  for  the  OIA  RAY  rock 
quarry.  .AT  161(0  hours  a  r.i supply  convoy  consisting  of  2  HU&A3  Tanks  and  3  .AC A V’s 
(from  Company  D  and  Troop  L)  and  2  2^5  ton  trucks  (one  from  the  27th  Engineer 
Battalion)  was  outaished  by  an  sstlmated  VC  Main  Force  Battalion  (Reinforced)  at.TT 
627071  while  returning  fTiai  OIA  RAY.  A  reaction  force  of  the  1st  Squadron  (-) 
moved  to  the  site  shortly  after  coo  tact  was  urac’-e.  Reinforcing  fire  iraa  received 
from  7  air  strikes  and  artillery  fire  from  tbs  51(th  Artillery  Group  at  XUAT  IOC, 

Tbs  main  ambush  foroe  was  positioned  southwest  of  National  Highway  1  tilth  elements 
of  the  squadron  positioned  or.  the  west,  north  and  east  sides  of  VC  Positions.  TAC 
sir  and  artillery  were  utilised  to  teal  off  the  escape  routes  to  the  south. 

Contact  uss  broken  at  1750  hours,  with  only  sporadic  firing  continuing  until  1950 
hours. 
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Illumination  cvor  tha  aealad  araft  and  surpressing  fires  \ere  provided  by  an  ACl*7 
"spooK"  ahip  after  nightfall.  As  of  2 1*00  ho'-rs  US  casualties  \mvQ  1,1  UIA,  1  ‘CAT 
deetroyed,  and  1  Iflj0A3  tank  damaged,  VC  lccsaa  lncludad  C8  SIA  (AC),  3  r.'£.chineguns 
(2  with  bipods)  and  1  AKl*7  assault  rifle,  i'iis  attacks rs  rore  light  bli’o  d’liforma 
with  pistol  belts  and  brndoleerr  of  art'Tunikion  drapnJ  ovar  thair  shoulders.  One 
rotlcaabla  Item  of  clothing  lacking  was  that  most  of  them  iwre  not  isanrirg  shoes* 
Expended  rounds  of  57mm  am  75mm  racoillsss  rifles  were  found  near  tha  ambush  site. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  to  secure  tha  base  cemp  and  support  Operation 

uflioirrcr.nj. 


3rd  Squadron  as cured  the  bass  camp  and  conducted  area  reconnaissance 
In  the  vicinity  of  coordinates  IS  1*189, 

3  December 

At  0700  hours  the  Itoglmantal  Command  Group  moved  to  the  site  of  the 
ambush  while  the  1st  Squadron  continued  as arch  and  destroy  operations  south  and 
west  of  the  ai.imsh  site.  At  0720  hours  Troop  A  uncovered  an  a  .-tensive  tunnel 
system  (IT  $97063)  and  Shortly  thereafter  captured  3  VC,  2  of  *ora  were  wounded. 

One  of  the  VC  stated  that  he  was  a  member  of  tha  1st  Company,  let  Battalion,  2?5th 
Regiment,  5th  VC  Division.  At  11*0$  hours  Troop  C  cipturod  another  wounded  VC  and 
evacuated  him  for  medical  treatment.  Prior  to  daylight  the  VC*s  raitoe  of  ’4th- 
drawl  had  bean  sealed  by  artillery  from  2/ 35th  Artillery  and  an  Air  Force  AC— 1*7 
orbiting  overhead. 

The  2nd  Squadron  remained  at  the  bese  ca.ip  and  conducted  RO'DRUlTi’ER 
opemtlcrib  bet.  oJn  the  base  omxp  and  L01C  3HTH. 

The  3rd  Squadron  moved  from  the  base  camp  to  establish  blocking  positions 
along  National  Highway  1  from  YT  580065  to  YT  630067  In  support  of  Lst  Squadron's 
search  and  destroy  operations  at  the  ambush  site.  Negative  contact  was  made  and 
the  squadron  closed  In  the  base  camp  at  1815  hours. 

4  December 

lst  Squadron  continued  to  search  the  2  December  ambush  site.  At  1025 
hours  Troop  C  captured  a  75mra  recnlless  rlfla  with  T&E  mechanism  and  tripod  at  YT 
629073.  Later  on  Troop  C  round  L  75tm  recoilless  round,  3  grenades,  8  entrenching 
tools,  25  foxholes  and  1  VC  K1A  (BC)  vicinity  YT  634078.  Total  losses  from  the 
ambush  were  1  US  KLA  (from  27th  Engineer  Battalion),  22  US  WIA  and  99  VC  KIA  (BC), 

3  VCC  (WIA).  See  Annex  B  for  breakdown  of  weapons  captured. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  to  conduct  RQADRU.'D’ER  operations  between  the ' 
Regimental  Base  Camp,  and  LOAD  BUH  and  provide  aupiort  for  Cparation  UtilOlTOUtf. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  to  Improve  ite  perimeter  defsnaaa  while  providing 
base  caap  security. 

$  Da  ember 

RQAJ3RUHIER  operations  were  conducted  between  Oil  RAT  and  LONG  BI’TI  with 
negative  contact  by  the  1st  and  2nd  Squadrons. 

3rd  Squadron  nouirted  a  BUDDX  search  and  destroy  operation  idth  tha  lst 
Battalion  t*3rd  Infantry  Regiment  (AKVN)  in  the  vicinity  of  IS  1*2*5£50.  live  ARVff 
troops  made  a.i  almobila  assault  after  the  3rd  Squadron  had  cordoned  off  the  area. 
Battery  B,  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery  'ns  attached  for  tha  cpeaetlon  and  organised 
a  fire  support  Vse  at  IS  1*1*96.  X  detailed  analysis  awl  report  of  the  onaration 
Is  outlined  In  Annex  C  to  this  report. 

6  December 

lst  Squadron  continued  Operation  TL'l.TA  with  fia’iHUNirai  Operations  to 
QIA  RAT  and  ICtKJ  Bint.  Troop  B  continued  to  provide  saourity  for  the  0L'.  R  X  rock 
quarry. 


The  2nd  end  3rd  Squadrons  ooitlnued  tc  secure  the  bree  caap  and  coixtuot 
HQADRUfOGR  operctlons  to  and  free*  LOiD  31' TI. 


Page  lW  of  25  Pages 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


?  December 

The  disposition  o f  the  Regiment  remained  th#  earn  except  for  the  2nd 
Squadron.  With  tha  lot  Squadron  securing  tha  rock  quarr;  and  the  3rd  Squadron 
providing  base  camp  security  tha  2nd  Squadron  terminated  Operation  ATLANTA  and  at 
1600  houre  and  came  under  tha  operational  control  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  for 
Operation  CATURI/DWCK. 

S  December 

Tha  Regiment  terminated  Operation  ATLANTA  at  21*00  hours. 

9.  (D)  SUPPORTING  FORCES* 

a.  Artillary i 

(1)  Site  of  Force* 

Hovi tier  Battery,  let  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Howl tier  Battery,  2nd  Squadron,  11  th  Armored  Cavalry 
Howltiar  Battery,  3rd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
51* th  Artillary  Group 

(2)  How  and  'Then  Employed* 

(a)  Battery  B,  2d  Bn,  35th  Artillery  (155*®n  SP)  -  2  -  It 
December  -  supported. 

1st  Squadron  on  OIA  RAT  ambuah  (2  Dec). 

U— 5  December  -  au^orted  3rd  Squadron  on  Operation  ALE.'WDUIA 
•long  Interpi'ovincial  Route  2. 

(3)  Concept  of  Operation*  The  hovittsr  batteriee  organic  to  the 
Regiment  were  ossd  in  direct  support  of  their  parent  squadrons  tith  the  additional 
mission  of  providing  gensral  eupiort  for  the  antire  Regiment.  Oeneral  support 
reinforcing  fires  and  harrasslng  and  interdiction  (HStl)  fire*  were  provided  by  ths 
51*ti.  Artillery  Group. 


(b)  Battery  A.  2nd  3et  ballon,  32nd  Artillery  (OPCOH  to  Slith 
Artillery  Group  less  ccenand  from  23rd  Artillsry  Group)  (8"/175ram  SP)  -  21  November 
and  2  December  provided  general  support  reinforcing  and  r&I  fire*. 

(o)  Battery  C,  7th  3attalion,  79th  Artillery  (1051mm  towed)  - 
20  October  -  6  December  provided  eupolemantary  HU  fires. 

b.  Signal* 

(1)  Urn  in  splayed*  A  detachment  frees  Company  B,  53rd  Signal 
Battalion  consisting  oi  •  radio  relay  terminal  (AF/MRC  -  17),  and  RF  radio  van 
(AH/QRC-26D),  a  conmuidoatlons  center  (UVTCG  -  17)  and  10  signal  personnel  under 
the  nwinri  of  Lieutenant  Xhg. 

(2)  Method  of  Employment >  T’vr  uetachrant  vns  utilised  to  terminate 
conHani  and  central  telephone  circuit*  t  II  F  Force  ?,  provide  access  to  the 
Army  Are#  Comunioations  lyatam,  and  to  orevid*  •  cowsunicetlona  center  far  the 
Uth  Armored  Cavalry. 

(3)  Swrotion:  The  Ragluental  Sign  el  Officer  determined  what  circuits 
were  needed  for  the  operation  and  .  srwardid  his  requirements  to  the  II  F  Foorce  V 
Signal  Officer.  II  F  Force  V  then  submitted  wrk  reqiseta  for  the  Installation 

of  tha  neoaesary  terminal*  which  vers  established  by  the  53rd  Signal  Detachment, 
lines  from  the  terminals  warm  extended  by  persomel  from  the  Regimental  Ccraurd- 
eatiooa  Platoon.  Initially,  drouita  vers  establiehad  to  tha  LONG  Blit*  staging  area. 
However,  as  tha  Regiment  cleared  the  area  these  oircuita  wan  dropped  and  others 
eetabllnhed  in  tha  base  samp  ere*.  Tha  first  drewits  in  the  base  carp  were 
operational  by  31  October  1966. 

(b)  Concept  of  C^eretione*  The  53rd  Signal  Detachment  deployed  with 
tha  forward  oamand  ooet  elamenta  dt  the  Regiment  afi  31  October  and  remained  at 
tha  base  samp  pi  1 1  i  mingri  uni  oatlcna  bet. men  the  Slaekhoree  CF  and  higher  head¬ 
quarters. 
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(5)  He  suits i  The  detachment  provided  continuous  communications 
with  high  quality  oircuita  throughout  tha  opsratioo.  The  operation  of  the  Black- 
hores  at/itchbonrd  and  installation  of  wire  to  all  organic  and  supporting  unite  in 
tha  b;ae  c.'mp  was  acconplishad  by  the  Regimental  Comunlo-itions  flatoon  thus 
providing  all  units  acoaee  to  the  army  area  corcsunicationa  system. 


c.  limy  Aviations 


(1)  Un.ts  employed! 


(a)  Aviation  Platoon, 

(b)  Aviation  Section, 

(c)  Aviation  Section, 

(d)  Avlatien  Section, 

(2)  Method  of  Employments 


HNT,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
W  7,  1/llth  Armored  Cavalry 
HHT,  2 /11th  Armored  Cavalry 
FHT,  yilth  Armored  Cavalry 


(a)  Aviation  Sections  *  General  support  of  the  Regiment? 

(b)  Aviation  Sections  -  Direct  support  of  their  respective 
squadrons;  cross-attached  between  squadrons  as  situationa»rqqiilro'd. 


(3)  Concept  of  Operations: 


(a)  The  Regimental  Aviation  platoon  provides  a  United  lift 
capability  within  tha  transport  eaetion  utilising  six  OH-lD'e,  and  cy.inand  and 
control  support  utilising  the  two  CH-23G<s  in  the  coimaid  and  control  section. 


(b)  The  UH-ID'a  provided  aviation  eupport  in  a  varlsty  of  ways 
such  as  coimand  and  control,  logistical  troop  and  cargo  lifts,  combat  troop  and 
cargo  lifts,  medical  evacuation,  reconnaissance,  training,  aircraft  maintenance, 
administration,  nail  deliver-.',  P  C,  psychological  warfare,  and  hauling  of  perishable 
rations. 


(c)  The  CH-23G's  were  used  primarily  for  command  end  control 
and  admini strati va  missions.  They  were  also  used  quite  extensively  for  convoy 
escort,  artillery  adjustment  aid  reconnaissance  operations. 

(d)  The  UH-lC's  were  effectively  used  in  such  rolae  as  ambush 
suppression,  escort  of  airmobile  operations,  truck  co.voy  escort,  dally  perimeter 
reconnaissance  of  the  brse  camp,  and  as  a  standby  immediate  reaction  security  force. 

(Li)  Significant  Engagements  during  which  Army  Aviation  played 

a  major  role: 

(a)  Ambush  suppression  and  search  ani  destroy  operations, 
vioinlty  coordinates  IT  2810,  21-23  November  1966. 

(b)  Ambush  suppression  and  search  and  destroy  operations, 
vicinity  coordinates  TT  6307,  2-li  December  1966. 

(6)  Operation  Alexandria  in  support  of  yil,  search  and  destroy 
operations  vicinity  of  coordinates  Y3  UiSli. 

(£.'  Stetietical  data  or  Any  Aviation  support  operations. 

(a)  Hours  flown: 

1  CH-23&-'-  60?  home. 

£  UB-1D  k  AH.  1C  -  1387  hours. 

(b)  Sorties  flown: 

1  Comsand  and  control  -  8$6  Sorties. 

?  Caabat  Support  -  3707  Sorties. 

2  Combat  Assault  -  337  5ortiee. 

(e)  Cargo  tra.  sported  -  62.$  t-rs, 

(d)  Pasaongera  transported  -  a, 357. 
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a  (6)  Element*  supporting  organic  aviation  unite: 

(a)  68th  Aaeeult  Helicopter  Company  (airlifted  l/li3  AWN  Regt 
on  Operation  Alexandria  $  Dec). 

(b)  506th  iM  Co  provided  Pd  support  at  the  Regimental  Base  Camp, 
d.  U.S.  Air  Force: 

(1)  Employment: 

U.S.  tactical  air  elements  were  employed  in  support  of  ths  11th 
Armor Od  Cavalry  throughout  Opereti.on  ATLANTA.  0-1  Aircraft  of  thA  IACP,  11  th  Armor- 
ad  Cavalry  were  flora  daily  in  tha  au >port  of  operations,  Hieeiona  flown  consisted 
of  VR,  from  which  valuable  intelligence  date  wee  collected  and  submitted}  FAC,  in 
tfiich  tactical  fighter  end  bomber  aircraft  ware  employed  against  both  preplanned 
and  immediate  target e  selected  and  requeeted  py  the  Regimental  S-2  and  3-3 
esetionsj  convoy  escorts  during  which  both  0-1,  and  whan  raquired,  fighter  aircraft 
escorted  11th  Armored  Cavalry  conveys]  and  Artillary  Adjuetmant,  in  viiich  the 
FAC's  in  the  0*1  aircraft  adjusted  both  Regimental  and  othar  support  artillery 
against  targets  within  the  area  of  operations.  Administrative  flights  rare 
flown  by  the  0-1  aircraft  but  these  were  mainly  in  support  of  T.VCP  requirements, 

(2)  Control: 

All  Air  Force  elements  utilised  during  the  operation  were 
under  the  cam  and  and  control  of  the  7th  U.S.  Air  Force  (PACAF). 

(3)  Effectiveness: 

The  majority  of  the  tectical  fighter  and  bomber  etrikaa  were, 
as  determined  by  subsequent  agents  reports,  considared  very  effective.  Thaee 
agents  reports  must  be  relied  upon  becausa  ground  follow  ui>  action  was  generally 
impossible  due  to  tha  terrain  and/or  other  tactical  considered  ona.  On  two 
occasions  :djen  the  Regiment  had  convoys  ambuehed  by  sizable  Viet  Cong  forces 
tactical  alrpover  wae  Instrumental  in  kce ling  friendly  lossee  to  e  ninimu*  and 
was  of  great  aid  in  dispatching  the  enemy  force.  Allied  by  air  body  count  In 
these  encounters  was  low  dus  to  tha  Viat  Con"  oaciic  of  rapidly  evacuating  their 
killed  and  wounded.  Again,  subsequent  agent  reports  supported  the  fact  that 
the  tactical  air  forces  employed  were  very  effective  and  the  actual  1x4/  count  - 
told  only  a  snail  portion  of  tha  story. 

(Ii)  Statistical  Data  on  Air  Force  Support  Open,  t  .one: 

(a)  Sorties  Flown: 

VR  -  132 

FAC  -  39 
Escort  -  13 

Artillary  Adjustment  -  It) 

Administrative  - 
Combat  Strike  -  13i> 

(b)  Type  aircraft  flown  with  breakdown  of  naaber  of  eortiee 

per  type: 


F-100  -  89 


F-5  -  29 
B-57  -  12 
A-l  _  I] 
ACli7  -  1 
0-1  -  203 
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(c)  A  total  of  190  tons  of  ordnance  wan  expended  with  the 
following  breakdown  by  typo  t 


MK-56 

1000#  Bomb 

1*3 

W.117 

750#  OP  Bomb 

1*1* 

MK-82 

500#  Bomb 

172 

MK-81 

250#  Bomb 

28 

26C#  Fhag  Bomb 

21* 

BU1-1B/27B 

750#  Napalm 

228 

Cannistere  of  CBU  (All  Types) 

30 

2.75mm  FFAR 

31*1 

Elimination  Flares  19  „ 

.30  Cal  Amo  (Hounds)  15,000  *** 

.20ten  HEI  (Rounds)  9,600  ^(1^0 

e.  Engineer: 

(1)  Ikiits: 

919th  Engineer  Company  (Armored) 

(2)  Method  of  Employing  nt: 

During  the  operation  engineer  elements  were  attached  to  the 
squadrons  based  on  their  acsiyiad  missions.  Attachments  in  some  casee  were  made 
down  to  troop  and  oomsany  level  with  an  engineer  squad  providing  the  aupoort. 

Tasks  assigned  the  919th  Engiiioer  Corapaxy  (Armored)  ranged  from  base  camp  develop¬ 
ment  and  eacurity  to  combat  sr.fl near  support  (clearing  nines,  deetruction  of  fort¬ 
ifications  and  construction  of  temporary  bridging). 

(3)  Execution: 

On  20  October  the  ?.st  Platoon  attached  to  the  1st  Squadron 
moved  to  the  tree  of  the  bov  co*p  rnd  clearing  fields  of  fire,  utilising 

three  tank  doaere  and  one  lull  tracked  bulUosep.  Mile  the  fields  of  fire  were 
being  eleered  end  the  oasa  oaiqD  perimeter  secured  each  of  the  three  platoons 
were  providing  corebat  snginser  support  to  the  various  Awrorod  Cavalry  Troope 
wien  an  independent  mission  was  required-  Specifically,  a  squad  from  the  1st 
Platoon  supported  Troon  A  by  probing  end  clearing  irineo  in  eujpectei  "Teas  end 
destroying  bunkers  tunrele  and  bcoby  traoe.  die  of  the  other  squrds  fitwi  the 
1st  Platooc  while  supporting  Trotip  B  on  a  reconnaissance  mi  sol  on  eicounterod 
an  ingeniously  emplaced  mine  corajlax  desired  to  disable  an  omorad  vehicle  and 
oaom  stopped,  destroy  it  with  a  charge  thst  was  pieced  r.t  a  higher  elevation  than 
the  first.  They  aleo  deetroyed  enemy  bunkers  and  trjRcie  an  tiey  were  located. 
While  the  3rd  Squad  of  the  1st  Platoon  supported  Troop  L  on  a  eearch  and  deetroy 
operation  it  constructed  a  hasty  bridge  crossing  in  order  for  the  troop  to 
continue  With  ite  mission, 

Cta  26  October  the  let  Platoon  moved  back  to  the  staging  area  to  assist  the 
Company  Headquarters  in  their  move  to  the  base  cann.  The  following  day  the 
2nd  PL-toon  completed  ite  move  to  the  base  camp. 

By  31  October  the  entire  c<  rep  any  had  dleplaced  to  the  base  eaiqp  area  and  was 
busily  engaged  in  constructing  defensive  positions  and  •aadbsgging  living  areas. 
Building  materials  vers  obtained  end  precut  for  use  in  construction  of  permanent 
bunkers  for  the  beea  canp.  In  conjunction  with  the  installation  of  the  perimeter 
defenses  technical  assistance  vtia  provided  to  the  various  troop  units  occupying  the 
ossp. 

(It)  Results: 

By  8  Deoember  the  perimeter  wire  and  bunker  syatac  was  6Cf 
completed  in  the  base  camp  area  and  work  on  the  base  caap  roads  and  drainage 
ditches  were  50*  c  triple  ted.  Vertical  construction  was  in  ite  initial  stages  with 
priority  of  effort  going  to  latrlnee,  r bowers  and  mee shalla.  All  base  caq> 
development  projects  ware  accomplished  In  conjunction  with  the  27th  Engineer 
Battalion  (C). 
r 
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.to con  "lawj  ce  activities  ware  corfined  mainly  to  hasty  bridge  and  route 
surveys.  This  was  caused  primarily  because  of  the  nature  of  ths  dutlse  placed 
upon  the  engineer  platoons  by  the  unite  to  which  they  were  attached.  These 
missions  included  tunnel  and  fortification  destruction  and  minor  road  and  bridge 
repairs. 

10.  (C)  RESULTS : 

a.  Friendly  Loesse  * 

XIA  -  a 
V/XA  -  U9 

Equipment  lost  or  destroyed* 

ACi',7  -  3 

Equipment  damaged* 

AC.-.V  -  9 
Tank  ;il*8A3  -  3 
UH13  -  3 
CHID  -  1 
CH23Q  -  1 

b.  Enemy  Losses* 

u  (1)  Personnel* 

KIA  (DC)  -  136 
iCXA  (Poes)  -  lOi* 

VCG  -SL 
70S  -276 

(2)  ‘  ea  ouj  and  auuoition: 

leooillaaB  Rifle: 

75mi  i {/mount  -  1 

57^a  tifauunt  -  1 
Iirt.-rs  gun  -  $ 

Submachine  gun  -  6 
.locket  nuncuer  -  1 
i  iartar  (60-)  -  1 
Small  Anas  -  8 
Artillery  Hounds  -  2 
i  .oi-tar  hounds  -  2$ 

Recoilless  Rounds  -  11 
Rockets  -  2 
Mines  -  28 
Grenades  -  28 

Small  Arms  JUaunition  -  2570 

(3)  Installations * 

Base  emps  -  6 
Fortifications 
Tunnele  -  61 
Trenches  -  59 
Tunnel/Bunker  Complex  -  3 
Foxiiolee  -  261* 

(ti)  Foodstuffs! 

Rice  -  lWp  tons 
Peanuts  -  1  ton 
Salt  -  1  ton 
Iscdlaneous  -  1100  lbs 
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Supplies : 

Uniforms  -  77  set* 

Bicycles  -  6 
Cooking  Utensil*  -  5 2 
Batteries  -  166 

Pecks  and  individual  web  gear  -  1*8  sets 

Miscellaneous : 

Documents  -  1(1  lbs 
Medir.ol  Supplies  •>  51*  lbs  («■) 

Flag  -  1  (metal) 

Oil  -  120  gallons 
Money  -  53,000  $VH 
Electrical  Fire  -  2200  meters 

11.  (U>  AOTTi  ISTK  .TO  M  TTlRSi 

e.  Logistics. 

fle supply: 

(1)  Methods.  1st  Logistical  Command  on  request  of  tbs  Regiment 
established  a  forward  supply  point  (FSP)  in  ths  Regimental  Base  Camp  area.  During 
Operation  ATLANTA,  resupply  of  Class  I,  in  and  HLA  was  handled  by  eupily  point 
distribution  from  tbs  FSP.  Class  ¥  resupply  was  and  still  is  being  accomplished 
by  eupily  point  distribution  from  the  3rd  Crdnance  Ammunition  Supply  Point  (ASP) 
at  IAXO  BDIH.  Clans  H  and  IV  supply  (except  PIL  repair  parts)  were  received 
through  the  266th  Quartermaster  Supily  and  Service  Battalion  at  LONS  BIHH. 

(2)  Techniques,  Logistical  convoy*  were  used  to  provide  ths 
primary  mode  of  resup ily  for  the  unite  of  ths  Regiment  end  the  FSP,  Aerial 
resupply  was  employed  only  on  an  emergency  basis. 

(3)  Basic  Loads: 

(a)  Class  I.  Each  unit  of  ths  Rogiient  car; led  a  3  day 
aupoly  of  MCI' 6  on  their  vahiolae  with  a  2  day  supply  In  their  unit  trains. 

(b)  Class  III.  Each  Squadron  Suoiort  Platoon  is  authorised 
eeasn  1200  gallons  tank  and  pusip  units  by  I'Ofel.  Additionally,  srnh  squadron  has 
been  authorised  two  5,000  gallon  tankers  with  tractor  by  WTTftE  (USlUV  Form  li7). 
experience  during  ths  opurution  has  shorn  that  the  Dagiront  ueed  an  average  of 
67,113  gallons  of  Class  in  and  IIIA  per  week  broken  Cana  as  follows:  JP-li,  8, 

901*  gallons]  A THIS,  1,506  Gallons;  KOGAS,  35,687  pallons;  DIESEL,  21,216  gallons. 

(c)  Class  T  -  Bel oii  is  listed  a  cnsoli  dated  list  of  ths 


llagii'ent.-’l  basis  load: 

dooac  $ 

UOEJICLvniG 

a\BIC  LO  B 

1305-icai 

etc 

12  Ga.  .ihotgun 

1(0,000 

1305-A066 

ctg. 

5.56m,  Ball 

1,739,880 

1305-A063 

etc 

5.56m,  Trsoar 

579,960 

1305-021, 

Ctg, 

7.62m,  Tracer,  Carton 

100,000 

1305-A130 

Ctg, 

7.6a*:,  .3*11,  5  rd  Clip 

65i,uao 

1305-031 

ctg. 

7.62m,  Linked,  Ball  end  Tracer 

612,11(0 

1305-A127 

ctg. 

7.62m,  linked 

2,265,560 

1305-162 

ctg. 

Cal  .30  Carbine,  Ball,  lord  CUp 

1,000 

1305-a1»75 

ctg. 

Cal  .15  Ball 

27,855 

1305-a557 

ctg. 

Cal  .50  Ball  and  Tracer,  ’inked 

1,207,500 

13L3-B5&6 

Ctg, 

UCmh,  lto6 

6,081* 

1310-B571* 

ctg. 

bam.  Fixed  HE,  J1386 

U.056 

1J05-C256 

ctg. 

9am,  Sak,  UP 

288 

1315-C262 

Ctg, 

9am,  CaiarLster 

2,306 

13L5-C266 

ctg. 

9am,  13! 

768 

1315-C280 

etc. 

90nu,  HR-T 

1,  U*2 

(5) 

(6) 
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DCBAC  # 

NOtENCLATURE 

Basic  load 

1315-cWS 

Ctg,  105mm,  v/o  Tuz , 

3,600 

1315-cWtf 

Ctg,  lOSnrj,  Ilium,  w/fuze  MVSQ 

255 

1315-0*51 

Ctg,'  105™,  Smk,  O.-ecu,  v/fa*e  MTSQ 

15 

133.5-0*52 

Ctg,  105rzn,  Snk,  }'C  ■  w/fuze  IfTSQ 

360 

1315-0*53 

Ctg,  105ror.i,  3mk,  'ad,  v/fuze  KTSO 

15 

1315-0*51* 

Ctg,  10£nra,  Smk,  V'P,  v/fuze  PD 

270 

1JL5-CUS5 

Ctg,  lC^nim,  Sal;,  TV.lov,  u/fuie  MTSQ 

15 

13lS-C70la 

Ctg,  t*.2"  llortt  '  w/fuie  PD 

2,592 

131S-C705 

Ctg,  1*,2"  Mort.w  ;  '£»  v/o  fine 

1,037 

1J1S-C706 

Ctg,  1*.2"  Mfcrtsi,  iLlum 

259 

131S-C708 

Ctg,  la, 2"  Hortw,  Smk,  ’JP 

i*32 

1330-0889 

Oran,  Hand,  Frag 

8,1*32 

1330-0900 

Oran,  Hand,  Incand 

5,91*1 

1330-0910 

Oran,  Ha-4,  Offensive 

1,000 

1330-0930 

Qren,  Hand,  Snk,  Wiite,  HC 

960 

1330-09ia0 

Oran,  Hand,  Sink,  Green 

399 

1330-0950 

Oran,  Hand,  Sink,  Red 

399 

1330-0955 

Oran,  Hand,  Smk,  Violet 

399 

1330- H600 

Rkt,  HE,  3.5" 

106 

131*5-01,3 

Mine,  A P,  MlSlA,  Mon. bounding.  Mon-netalllo 

792 

131*5-8935 

Thick ner,  Inoend  Oil,  Ml*,  IOC  lb  drum 

1*5 

1370-1231 

Sig,  Ilium  Acft,  Red 

61* 

1370-1232 

Slg,  Ilium  A oft,  fallow 

61* 

1370-1233 

Sig,  Ilium  Acft,  Ora an 

6t* 

137O-L307 

Sig,  Ilium  Gnd,  '*ite  Star  Cluster 

500 

1370-L311 

Sig,  Ilium  Qnd,  White  Star,  Para 

1,000 

1370-L31I* 

Sig,  Ilium  Qnd,  Qrean  Star,  Cluster 

500 

1370-1315 

Sig,  niun  Gnd,  Red  Star,  Clueter 

500 

13P0-L320 

Slg,  Smk,  Gnd,  Red 

200 

3370-1.322 

Sig,  Snk,  Ond,  fellow 

200 

1370-1323 

Sig,  Snk,  Ond,  Red,  Pars 

200 

1370.1321* 

Sig,  Snk,  Qnd,  Oreen,  Pars 

200 

1370-11*07 

Flare,  Acft,  para 

250 

1370-11*95 

Flare,  Surface,  Trip,  111*9 

5,676 

1370- 1£  21 

Starter,  Fire 

225 

1375-M023 

Chg,  Demo,  Block,  Comp,  Cl* 

1,1*80 

1375-M030 

Chg,  Dsmo,  Clock,  TOT,  Is  lb 

300 

1375-H031 

Chg,  Demo,  Block,  THT,  ^  lb 

200 

1375-M032 

Chg,  Eer.o,  Block,  TOT,  1  lb 

1,850 

1375-H130 

Cap,  Blasting,  Spec-Elec,  J2 

1,850 

1375-MI 31 

Cap,  Bias .1  r^,  Speo-naa-Elec 

1,850 

1375-M2!*1 

Dest,  Ex?l cadre,  KJ.O 

180 

1375-Ml*# 

Cord,  Deto,  Reinforced 

9,000 

1375-M670 

Fuse,  Bias*  .'.nr,  Time,  Explosive  loaded 

6,000 

1375-M766 

Ignite,  Tii.e  Blasting  Fuse,  Pull  Wire  Type 

1,850 

131*0-10*96 

Rkt,  2.75",  ••/motor 

350 

131*0-HS55 

Rkt,  66mm,  Heet,  M72 

1*00 

1390-N200 

Fuse,  Point  Deto,  M78,  CP 

39 

1390-N319 

Fuse,  Point  Deto,  MjlA  eerlse 

1,998 

1390-N335 

Fuze,  Point  Deto,  M557  w/booster  M125A1 

261 

1390-Ktl2 

Fuse,  Prmrtarity,  M513  serlee 

2,1*03 

(d)  Weapons  densities  (Regiment  end  attached  units)  are 

indicated  below 1 

FCHSKCUTCRS  AUTH 

32 

Rifle,  HU* 

1*75 

882, 

Rifle,  m£ 

2,623 

2,231* 

M3,  7.62*. 

M60  81*7 

81.7 

M3,  7.62m, 

MSOC  1*3 

1*8 

H),  7.62m, 

M73  63 

63 

Carbine,  Ml 

18 

18 

Pistol,  H1911A1  1,007 

1.006 

Subauchinegun,  II3A1  llaS 

1 6 

M3,  Cel  .50, 

,  M2  583 

■K 

Cke  tilde  Launcher,  H79  31*7 

‘Jy 

(059  (lit  tubes  each)  12 

j.r 

Rocket  Launcher,  3.5*  18 

18 

MS  (k&m  i»rlalj  la  la 
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b.  Transportation.  The  Regiment  relied  principally  on  organic  transpor¬ 
tation  eupiort  located  In  the  euppdrt  platoons  of  the  squadrons  for  its  ccnbat 
service  support.  Token  eupiort  was  provided  by  the  Saigon  Area  Transportation 
Officer  to  move  2,509  abort  tons  of  VJ.iBTCC,  CONNEZ  containere  and  tenta-e  from  the 
staging  area  to  ths  base  camp  area.  The  Regiment  was  required  to  pickup  Clase  II 
and  IV  suppliee  (lees  repair  parts)  and  Class  V  from  supply  polnte  in  the  LOl'Q  3IHH 
area  (an  approximate  110km  turn  around).  The  eama  combat  service  export  vehicles 
were  aleo  used  to  deliver  from  the  base  c«p  supply  polnte  to  the  squadrons  which 
in  seme  cases  involved  another  110km  turn  around.  The  use  of  tactical  support 
vehicles  to  return  to  rear  area  supply  points  as  well  as  deliver  fraa  forward 
supply  points  to  tha  unite  of  the  Regiment  has  resulted  in  the  accumulation  of 
excaaal?e  mileage  on  the  tactical  support  vehicle e  of  the  Regiment,  'litis  situation 
will  be  alleviated  aomewh.it  when  a  planned  forward  supply  point  for  dase  V  le 
established  in  the  base  camp.  However,  the  problem  of  Clase  II  and  IV  will 
continue  until  suoh  tie  as  a  FSP  ie  established  for  theeo  suppliee. 

o,  ifedlcnl  Evaluation  and  roepitelization. 

(1)  Concents  The  equadron  medical  platoons  would  provide  iivnediete 
treatment  and  prepare  casualties  for  evacuation  to  the  37th  Hediaal  C  a  ftp  any 
and/or  request  "Dust  Off"  support.  Aero  -edical  support  ’Quid  be  provided  by  either 
tha  Reg’-mentrl  .'.vir.tion  Platoon  or  Aeranodical  u^lte  located  at  ITIG  3IHH  depending 
on  the  availebility  of  aircraft. 

(2)  Execution!  Each  armored  cavalry  troop  normally  had  medical 
personnel  and  evacuation  vehicles  attached  to  the."  from  ths  eouedron  headquarters 
troop.  Initial  medical  aid  was  provided  by  thase  aidmen  while  awaiting 
aeroevecuation.  ’./hanaver  a  landing  zone  could  not  be  secured  or  the  terrain  was 
such  that  the  helicopters  could  not  land,  tha  at  .-ached  evacuation  vehicles  were 
utilized  to  move  the  casualties  to  the  squadron  aid  station  end  subsequently  to 
the  93rd  Evacuation  Hospital  in  LOfD  3INH  or  the  3rd  Field  Hospital  in  SAIGON. 

Over  90$  of  the  Regiment  *e  casual tiee  were  evacuated  by  dr.  Response  to  "IXiat 
Off"  requests  was  imadlate  and  highly  effective.  On  several  occasions  the  "CKist 
Off"  pilots  exposed  tliemsalvee  and  their  aircraft  to  hesvy  enemy  fire  as  well  as 
friendly  artillery  fire  In  order  to  evacuate  a  critically  wounded  trooper, 

12.  (0)  SP3CT/X  EAUIPiaSOT  .33  TECH  ■TU’BSi  Ho  special  techniquee  or 
equipment  were  employed  or  developed  during  Cperetion  ATLANTA. 

13.  (U)  COr.  ITi.Jl  -tlT  LYSI3|  Operation  .TT,J!E1  proved  to  be  e  most  succeed 
ful  operation  not  only  /raa  the  standpoint  of  oasualtiee  inflicted  on  the  Viet 
Cong  but  the  number  of  linos  of  cctmnunicatlon  that  have  bean  opened  to  friendly 
trafflo.  IJo  longer  can  the  Viet  Cong  freely  utilise  them  for  movement  of  tlielr 
forces  and  supplies  nor  eet  up  tar:  collection  points  to  harase  and  extort  money 
from  the  local  populace.  The  poreiet >nt,  aggressive  and  far  rea.cTdng  actions  of 
the  Regiment  have  continue}  ly  !:ept  h'j*  off  balance  thus  preventing  t  vy  massing 

of  forces  for  any  sizobls  otiaolc.  The  two  instances  (ambush**)  then  ns  was 
able  to  mount  an  offensive  action  resulted  in  complete  route.  Geographical 
locations  heretofore  coi  eiderei  privileged  Viet  Cong  sanetuarlee  were  breached 
by  the  armored  columns  of  the  Dleckhorwe  Regiment  destroying  base  oanpa, 
fortlfioetions,  and  oaoturlng  precious  stores  of  food.  The  operation  only 
further  demonstrated  the  flexibility,  effectiveness,  end  prowees  of  an  Antored 
Cavalry  Regiment  in  an  insurgency  emrirorment.  The  situations  encountered  by 
the  Slnekhorse  ran  the  gamut  fra.'  RQ  DRIRICR  and  convoy  escort  wieoion#  to 
oordoo  .-nd  search  operations  whereby  the  equai.'ro  e  hed  to  seal  of ■’  and  tlwn  move 
in  and  physio  ally  root  the  Viet  Cong  Forcee.  Ch  each  occasion  ths  enemy  ki 
dec!  lively  engaged  and  fslt  ths  full  oanbat  ntrw  of  tlis  Regiment  with  telling 
results.  Throughout  the  operation  the  Regiment  hss  been  able  to  move  et  will 
In  LQT1  ICl'-HH  and  BllSi  TUI  Provlneee  and  the  northern  mret  portion  of  PRJC  TUT 
Province  both  on  and  off  t-»  iilghuays  evidencing  lit  Lie  difficulty  with 
terrain  or  googrrphioal  obstacles. 
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Operation  .1TL  IT*.  mu  the  Regiment1*  Initial  operation  In  the  XUA1!  LOG  - 
70  DAT  are ae  and  Initial  efforts  vere  being  expended  securing  and  organizing  the 
base  c cap,  he. ever,  on  at  least  tiro  occasions  AKVN  and  Popular  Force  units 
participated  in  search  and  olsar/dsstroy  operations  In  the  Blackhorse  TAOt. 

Much  of  the  Itegl.«nt<e  preliminary  efforts  ..■ere  devoted  toward  establishing  linec 
of  ocuunicntion  with  tl:a  19th  ARVH  Division,  District  and  Province  officials 
end  the  National  Polios.  Currently  the  Regiment  has  exchanged  liaison  officers 
with  the  18th  Division  and  tui«  established  2k  hour  contact  with  the  local 
Vietnamese  officials.  Additionally,  s  United  program  has  been  instituted  hereby 
the  ttatioial  Police  accompany  the  squadrons  on  their  operations  which  so  far 
hare  proved  meet  benaflcial  to  all  concerned.  Future  plans  call  for  an  expansion 
of  this  progran  with  the  ultimate  goal  of  speeding  up  the  pacification  effort  In 
LOO  mJB  end  BBS  TUT  Provinces. 

lit.  (o>  ias.cMs  mjuEDt 


s.  Operations. 

(1)  Item  Obtaining  clearoice  to  engage  saltans. 

DLecussioni  Then  there  is  a  possibility  of  helicopter  fire 
teaae  encountering  sampans,  Target  clsarancea  and  identification  problems  may 
arise  since  clearance  must  be  obtained  fra  a  District.  Oils  requirement  causes 
undue  delay  and  often  results  in  the  target  escaping,  the  area  before  clearance 
can  be  obtained. 


Obeervstiont  The  problem  can  be  greatly  sire?  Ilf  led  and 
facilitated  by  of  Trying  e  Vietnamese  Official  on  board  one  of  the  ships  the  is 
authorised  to  give  pe  mission  to  fire  once  the  target  has  been  identified. 

(2)  Item  Employment  of  oombot  engineer  platoons. 

Discus atom  During  operations  adequate  and  efficient 
engineer  support  Is  not  always  provided  because  the  platoons  are  often  fragwited 
even  though  operational  requirements  end  missions  a one  tinea  do  not  warrant  the 
employment  of  an  entire  platoon. 

Observatioan  Cannanders  should  evaluate  their  engineer 
support  available  and  in  consonance  with  the  mission  at  hand  assign  tasks  to 
the  engineer  oonnander  at  the  seam  time  Maintaining  support  flexibility. 

(3)  Item  i  Control  of  aJr  spas*  orer  the  battle  area. 

Dlacuasioni  During  sn  ambush  there  were  four  observation 
aircraft,  four  UKL3  gunshlpn,  a  medical  evreuatien  holicopter,  Hitil  one  command 
helicopter  all  over  the  amtxuh  alts  at  cos  t  ime  or  the  othor.  ith  the  possible 
exception  two  of  the  four  observation  aircraft  waro  thsro  by  neceesity. 

In  addition  high  performance  all  erf  .ft  ware  making  strikes  on  sach  side  of  the 
road  thlch  resulted  in  s  few  <cer  misses. 

Observation!  Che  airborne  element  should  coordinate  the 
airspace  above  the  battle  aria  vlien  more  than  one  type  ef  aircraft  is  operating  in 
the  area.  The  old  rule  of  th.mb  that  the  slower  aircraft  should  temporarily 
leave  the  tree  until  the  fester  ships  have  delivered  their  nrdnmwe  wulcf  be 
very  appropriate  in  this  oass. 

(It)  Item i  Convoy  reaction  fores. 

Discussion!  Tbs  ambushes  of  21  Hcrvsnbor  and  2  December  clearly 
indicated  the  n-'ed  end  the  value  of  s  highly  mobile,  and  self  sustaining  fores 
with  the  capability  of  rapidly  closing  with  ths  snemy. 

Observation!  Convoy  reaction  forces  should  be  ca-rpoaed  of 
sxuor  elements,  if  roardhls,  supplemented  with  rimed  helicopters  (AH-1C). 

(5)  Itemt  Reaction  of  oooray  sseorts  in  an  mibush. 

DjeeussioCT  freest  sxperienoss  have  shown  that  the  first 
mini  tea  cf  contact  and  reaction  thereafter  by  the  aacort  ere  moat  critical. 
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Without  swaption  if  the  escort  had  not,  once  clear  of  the  killing  ions,  re  tamed 
to  ths  ambush  site  firing  every  wesson  available  the  convoys  would  have  been 
overrun  by  the  VC. 


Observation!  Maximum  firepower  and  bold  execution  of 
counterambush  techniques  will  effectively  neutralise  the  ambushing  force.- 

(6}  Item;  Location  of  Viet  Cong  anbueh  forces. 

Discussion:  During  the  21  November  1966  ambush  ths  Vist 
Cong  positioned  •l.hvttv'ivsa'ir  the  gras  a  and  undergrowth  flanking  (2  to  3  meters) 
the  road  with  thn  opnarsn*  idea  that  the  gunners  fisld  of  obsarvation  would  be 
masked  by  their  own  vehicle  (ACAV ) , 

Observation!  ACAV  gunners  should  be  trained  to  fire  ahead, 
to  ths  rear,  and  down  as  the  vehicle  passes  through  a  killing  sons. 

(7)  Item!  Bmplcymant  of  hand  grenades  in  an  ambush. 

Discussion!  Experience  has  shown  that  ths  Viet  Cong 
position  their  closest  Tbrces  just  off  the  road  sometimes  in  the  drainage  ditches. 

)  la  chine  guns  located  on  ths  ACAV1  a  experienced  difficulty  in  effectively  covering 
the  close-in,  immediate  area  on  either  side  of  the  vehicle. 

Observation!  The  hand  grenade  is  an  excellent  oloss  In 

counterambush  weapon. 

(8)  Itemi  Employment  of  snipers  as  part  of  ths  ambush  force. 

Discussion!  The  employment  of  auipera  particularly  in 
ambush  sitae  having  rubber  or  similar  height  tresa  can  inflict  heavy  casualti-a 
on  the  ambushed  element.  Snipers  are  very  effective  become  ths  ambushed  force 
normally  is  concentre  ting  ite  attention  on  ths  forces  on  the  ground. 

Observation!  Ilians  for  fire  distribution  should  included 
the  engagement  of  ooasiHe-  aid  jmr  "locations  ore  a  contact  has  been  mods. 

(9)  Itemi  Utilisation  and  employment  of  armed  helicopters. 

Discussion!  Ths  aimed  helicopters  (AH.  1C)  organic  to  ths 
Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  can'  YosF  be  utilised  and  ernlpyad  when  cauiolidaiod  at 
Regimental  level  (air  cavalry  Ivoco).  This  allows  greater  flexibility  and 
oontin»ia»»  support  tar  coranittad  m*ifnr*w  (squadron.'  ror<-»e. 

Cfraervatloni  Armed  holicnot.-rs  consolidated  for  ccmbst  and 
oasbat  support  mission*  will  alloy  continuous  and  greats."  atri.al  support  for  the 
armored  cavalry  squadrons. 

(10)  Item:  Liaison  requirements. 

Discussion!  During  Operation  AILAXZA  a  liaison  offioar  was 
assigned  to  ths  10th  ASViTUivTiTon  in  XC1II  LCC.  «M  the  10th  ATtVH  in  turn  assigned 
an  AKVH  officer  to  HQ,  11th  Ajwd  Cav  Reft  .  His  mad*  rapid  coordination  possible 
and  has  proven  invaluable. 

Observation i  Timely  liaison  with  other  units  in  an  area  of 
operation*  is  of  great  important^  and  can  ptrvlda  information  that  would  be 
otherwise  unattainable. 

(11)  Item  Control  of  co_Tvoy*. 

Discussion!  During  Operation  ATUWA  ruse  roue  oonvoya 
moved  to  and  fras  the  Begimsntal  Bssa  Camp.  Control  of  these  convoys  during 
movwant  aid  limiting  their  site  beesps  a  problem.  During  movement  there  is  the 
ever  present  theeat  of  ambush,  aspecially  against  sueh  lucrative  targets  ee  resupply 
oonvpys,  and  control  becomes  even  more  difficult  and  ligjortant. 

Observation!  Convoys  must  be  affectively  cm  trolled  and 
their  eiae  limited  to  reduce  ths "oox*i bill ty  of  VC  smledtatien  of  .eak  points. 

Page  2*  of  25  Pages 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


(12)  Item  Signal  support. 

Diecuaelom  Whan  a  regimental  forward  or  tactical  caanand 
port  la  employed,  a  multi-channel  radio  link  la  necessary  to  axtend  necaesary 
carnand  and  control  circuita.  Thle  aupoort  must  be  requeatad  from  a  higher  head- 
quarters.  If  there  la  sufficient  tiiuj  for  planning,  support  can  bo  programaad 
and  obtained.  However,  if  a  situation  develops  rapidly,  thle  support  may  not 
be  available  to  deploy  irith  the  tactical  CP. 

Observation!  A  need  exists  for  e  permanently  assigned  multi¬ 
channel  radio  link  within  en  armored  cavalry  regiment.  Equipment  has  been  re¬ 
quested  expected  in-country  in  July. 

(13)  Item*  fcnmand  Poat  Vehicle  M-577A1. 

Discussion  i  When  the  c  cm  and  poat  vehlcla  M-577A1  ia  uaad 
aa  a  "fixed  atetlon""fif,  the  heat  bulld-up  inside  the  vehicle  cauaee  deterioration 
of  parts  in  the  ccnnunlcatl.cn  equipment.  There  are  measures  that  can  be  taken 
to  alleviete  the  heet  butld-rp. 

1.  Insure  adequate  ventilation. 

?  Utilise  a  fen  to  cool  equipment. 

3  Keep  radio  transmissions  to  a  minimum. 

u  Provide  overhead  shelter  for  the  K-577A1, 

j>  When  not  transmitting,  place  the  7-195  In  the  standby 
position. 

Observation!  Radio  operators  and  supervisors  should  be  made 
aware  of  the  measures  to  be  tdeen  to  prevent  damage  to  cc. munieetlcns  equipment  In 
the  H-577A1  vfcen  operating  in  a  statlo  position. 

(Ill)  Item:  Frequencies. 

Pda  ousel  on  i  The  frequency  spectrum  has  proven  to  be  extremely 
crowded  in  ITI  CTZ.  "Constant  comand  emphasis  and  supervision  ie  needed  to  mini- 
mite  interference  end  expedite  traffio  passage. 

Observation!  Frequency  interference  exists,  but  units  can 
eomunloete  and  i»Ak»  -ff—dCLva  uee  of  ••Tijne'!  frequencies  bar  oboervine  ■  — nt 

procedures? 

b.  Training. 

Item t  Rules  of  engagement  training. 

D1  ecus slept  Rules  of  engagement  as  imposed  in  parts  of 
Vietnam  require  the  individual  soldier  to  initiate  combat  under  varying  conditions 
and  with  e  variety  of  ruanone.  Without  specific  training  oriented  towards  this 
type  of  engagement  the  vjvu.ite  could  be  detrimental  to  our  af forte  in  Vletnaa. 

Observation:  COBUS  training  for  Vietnam  bound  troops  should 
include  etas  of  the  general  rules  of  engagement  i.e.  action  against  snipers  in 
towns,  progression  of  weapons  to  be  used  and  destruction  of  homes  end  huts  and  tdy 
these  rules  are  necee&ary.  Ones  assigned  to  e  unit  in-country  tha  individual 
should  receive  further  instruction  on  any  rulaa  cowon  only  to  that  unit. 

c.  Intelligence. 

Item!  Patrcle. 

Dlecueeloni  Daylight  recon  patrols  and  night  anbueh  petrols  in  the 
vicinity  of  both  the  staging  rree  end  baas  cam  have  been  found  to  be  extremely 
effective  £h  deterring  VC  ettacke  on  these  areas. 

(fc  serration!  An  aggressive  olen  for  patrolling  the  areaa  around 
base  oanpa  will  deny  the  VC  opportunities  to  plan,  practice  and  execute  ettacke. 
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d.  CA/PSIOPS. 

(1)  Item  Loudspeaker  operations. 

Dlecuasloni  Information  received  fron  Viet  Cong  prisoners  and 
ralllera  indicate  that  loudspeaker  nleelons  are  not  effective  Wien  flown  above, 

2,000  feet  or  on  windy  days. 

r 'oper  ration »  The  altitude  and  wind  activities  will  heva  a 
direct  effect  on  tko ’oVerufl  recults  of  loudspeaker  Missions. 

(2)  T>rr;  CMau  Hoi  PiOiTasu 

Ilervusinas  lie  ports  continue  to  come  in  froa  the  flsld  stating 
that  the  Viet  Conp;  do  not  Irua!  the  allied  forces  In  ^articular  the  Anerlcans. 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  Viet  Cong  propaganda  is  still  able  to  influence  their 
thouffRts.  All  the  ralllers  5.n  LOHTt  KH'Krt  Province  during  Operetion  ATLANTA  turned 
thensclvae  in  to  GVH  aid  AFVN  ferctir. 

Observation!  L»  jdorn  at  >.il  echelons  of  command  mist  be  aware 
of  and  atrese  the  lisportance~cf  tha  Chleu  Hoi  Program  and  especially  ho*  to  identify 
and  handle  a  ralliar. 

e  Additional  lessons  lirtsd  in  Annex  C  Operation  Alexandria 
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iUPRATIVE  OF  THE  AMBUSH  OF 

21  NOVEMBER  1966 

INTRODUCTION  (C) 

On  21  November  1966  a  large  convoy  escorted  by  nine  Armored  Cevalry  Aeeeult 
Vehlolea  (ACAV'e  -  Modified  Mil 3  Armored  Personnel  Carriers  mounting  a  50  caliber 
machine  gun  with  hatch  armor  and  two  aide  mounted  M60  machine guns,  each  wit U  an 
armored  gun  shield)  vas  air.bnehs.d  on  National  Highway  One  between  BIEN  HOA  and 
XUAN  LOC  (YT  27509930  YT  295097)  by  elements  of  two  battalions  of  the  Vlut  Cong 
27bth  Regiment.  The  escort  successfully  defended  the  convoy  deepite  the  fact 
that  the  VC  were  well  ont.enchod  and  employed  57  and  75mm  reocilleas  rifles, 
mortars,  automatlo  weapons,  and  small  arms  and  grenades. 

BACKGROUND  (C) 

Operation  ATLANTA,  which  be.:Mi  or.  20  October  1966,  was  the  operation  in 
which  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  iw;.  .vsnt  cleared,  secured,  and  occupied  a  base  camp 
in  the  vicinity  o*  L0W3  GIAO,  YT  liv6,  12k»  south  of  ItlAN  LOC,  RVN.  The  oonvpy 
of  21  November  was  ono  of  many  convoy.*  moving  supplies,  equipment  and  nan  from 
the  staging  area  to  tho  base  cams  rj  Operation  ATLANTA  progressed. 

Unite  represented  in  the  vonvoy  included  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troop 
11th  Armored  Cavalry,  Toth  Military  History  Detachment,  33rd  Chemical  Detachment, 
Uth  Armored  Cavalry  Tactical  Air  Control  Party,  5Ulat  Military  Intelligence 
Detachment,  !)8th  Transportation  Oroup,  as  well  as  elements  of  the  SI,  S2,  S3, 
and  Si)  staff  sections  of  Headquarters,  Uth  Armored  Cavalry. 

The  terrain  and  vegetation  in  the  aree  provided  good  field*  of  fire  and  con¬ 
cealment  for  the  ambush  force.  On  the  south  side  of  Highway  Ohe,  where  the 
heaviest  concentration  of  enemy  troops  was  located,  the  brueh,  jungle  and  secondary 
growth  begins  at  YT  275099  and  coni- Inure  to  YT  282100,  vtiere  an  area  of  greae  and 
banana  trees  begins  (eee  sketch  map).  This  area  continues  to  YT  292098  tdiare  brush 
and  high  grass  dominate  the  area.  The  north  elde  of  the  road  la  generally  level  or 
with  only  gentle  elopee  and  consists  ol’  high  grass  vegetation  interspersed  with 
low  scrub  brush,  throughout  the  ambush  area. 

Less  than  ten  minutes  prior  to  the  ambush,  an  Intelligence  report  was 
received  by  S2,  Uth  Armored  Cavalry,  Indicating  that  VC  forces  ware  In  position 
at  i*at  soon  proved  to  be  the  ambush  site.  This  Information  warn  puaed  iiwrtlataly 
to  the  let  Squadron,  pared  unit  of  the  ooavty  eeoart  platoon. 

THE  AMBUSH  OF  21  NOVEMBER  1966  (C) 

The  escort  commander  received  warning  of  the  Impending  anbuah  when  hi*  own 
vehicle  was  lees  than  1,000  yards  from  the  ambush  site.  All  vehlolee  except  the 
lead  AC'V  were  notified  of  the  Impending  ambush  before  the  VC  commenced  fixing. 

A*  the  convoy  and  escort*  passed  by  the  ambush  site  they  employed  reconnaieeanoa 
by  fire  which  was  returned  by  a  heavy  volume  of  small  arms,  automatic  weapon*, 
mortar,  recallless  rifle,  and  hand  grenade  fire. 

Approximately  one-half  of  the  convoy  passed  through  the  killing  sons  safely 
before  a  truck  was  hit  by  recoilleea  rifle  file  which  stopped  and  burned  In  such 
a  position  that  no  other  vehicles  could  paae.  L'ithin  two  minutes  the  three  trueka 
behind  the  flret  one  to  be  hit  were  destroyed  on  the  road.  The  two  ACAV'a  eloeeet 
to  the  firing  moved  iienedlately  to  protoot  the  trucks  under  fire  engaging  the 
enamy  with  all  their  available  weapons.  This  action,  combined  with  the  small  arms 
fire  returned  by  the  personnel  who  had  dismounted  from  the  truck*  when  the  rear 
portion  of  the  convoy  was  forced  to  halt,  kept  the  entry  element*:  from  overrunning 
tbe  convoy.  After  a  brief  but  furlcps  eimhange  of  fire,  both  of  the  ACAV'a  that 
had  come  up  tj  protect  th*  trucks  took  disabling  rsoollleee  rifle  rounds,  and  had 
to  ba  evacuated  by  their  crewe,  most  of  whom  had  become  casualties . 

As  the  fire  fight  was  raging  In  the  killing  sons,  th*  escort  platoon  leader 
ergBilaed  a  hasty  escort  from  three  ACAV'a  In  tha  lead  and  aoved  that  section  of 
th*  convoy  on  towards  XUAN  LOC.  Ha  then  iMoedlstely  turned  around,  and  with  one 
other  AC'V,  moved  at  too  speed  back  toward  the  sound  of  tha  guns.  Halfway  to 
th*  burning  truck*,  the  platoon  leader  was  forced  to  laava  tha  ACAV  eceanpaiying 
bis  vahlcla  to  set  sa  security  for  ths  DUST-CFF  helicopter  costing  in  to  evacuate 
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voundet) .  A*  he  continued  alogn  h^B  vehicle  «w  etruck  by  e  recollleee  rifle  round 
tthlch  dleabied  only  the  rwtlo,'  pa  the  vehicle,  but  uounded  two  cremen.  Before 
reaching  the  ecene  of  the  action  the  platoon  leader1*  vehicle  engaged  the  ambueh 
force  on  both  eldee  of  the  road  until  the  enemy  fire  etopped.  During  thie  tine 
he  adjusted  the  ordnance  delivered  by  an  alrwetrike,  and  eupervieed  the  evacuation 
of  wounded  by  DUST-OFF. 


Fr-M  SCPFORT  (0) 

There  wae  no  a-t.lU.ery  fire  i«  support  of  tho  ambueh  fight,  however,  later  in 
the  day  artillery  was  eplaced  to  support  aearch  and  clear  oooratlone  in  the  area. 
There  wae  a  total  of  four  firing  .tuns  made  by  .i;wei  hoi  loop',*  in  end  tvo  eiv-trikea 
flowi  in  support  cf  tho  convey.  Later  i*  th*  <’,iy  an  additicnal  fir  strike  waa 
flown  in  support  of  search  and  clawr  cpcsvlinn*. 


The  Light  Fire  Team  from  the  Avtotj  on  Platoon,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 


placed  the  following  aamuiitlon  on  the 

ambush < 

let  Firing  Run 

12  Roekete  (2.75  FFAR) 

2  CHIB 

12,500  rounde  7.62  M3  (♦) 

2nd  Firing  Run 

18  Rockote 

3  CHIB 

12,500  rounde  7.62  Ml 

3rd  Firing  Run 

10  Roekete 

3  CHIB 

12,500  rounde  7.62  M3 

It  th  Firing  Run 

2  Rockate 

3  UKLB 

12, -30  rounde  7.62  M3 

TOTAL 

E5*’SooKdt3 

50,000  rounds  7.62  (♦) 

The  Air  Foroe  delivered  the  following  ordnance  on  the  Bite  of  the 

let  Air  Strike 

6-500  pound  bombs 

Flight  of  3  FlOO’e 

6-750  pound  napalm  bomb* 

2nd  Air  Strike 

7200  rounds  20M 

2-500  pound  bomb* 

FUght  of  2  ?5'e 

2-750  pound  bembe 

2-Type  2A  CBD  dueler* 

HSS'JLTS 

(D)  Enemy  leaaea  lnclndedi 

Personnel! 

K1A  (BC) 

30 

KIA  (POSS) 

75-100 

Equipment t 

STm*  fteeoillee*  Rifle 

1 

AKA  it?  Assault  Rifle 

1 

and  Tripod 

RTO-2  AT  Hooka  ta 

1 

RED  AT  hand  grenada 

1 

Stick  grenade* 

35 

Tail  fin  aaaamhllaa 

from  expended  RFO-2 

2 

AT  rocket* 

3 

"firm  BJt  Caainge 

3 
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a  Unfired  S7nn  HR  HEAT  # 

Royndt 

Expended  5lRn  RR  caslngd  6 

Expanded  booster  charge  2 

Swings  for  RPd 

Sets  of  web  equipment  end  lo 

cnierm  flags 

Aidraan's  cedical  tic  With  1 

splinta 


Uocumente  identifying  l3t  Bnf  27ft,  suvl  2nd  Bn, 
?7&th  VC  Roginent  were  taVv.  iron  codice. 


(C)  Friendly  losses  Included! 

Personnel! 

KIA  7 

WIft  8 

Equipment! 

ACAV'e  destroyed  2 

2%  ten  trucks  destroyed  U 


C02JCUJSI0NS  (C) 

Information  obtained  from  documents  found  on  the  VC  bodies  indicated  elmaants 
of  the  1st  and  2nd  Battalions  of  the  27bth  VC  .Regiment  comprised  tie  ambush  force. 

Though  the  VC  destroyed  2  combat  and  It  administrative  vehicle*  the  Convoy  mas 
not  overrun,  despite  the  fact  that  the  major  portion  of  the  enemy  force  only  had 
to  contend  with  the  small  arms  of  the  escorted  personnel  and  tw>  ACAV's.  This  warn 
determined  by  three  factors i 

First  was  the  counter  fire  from  the  ambushed  column,  which  began  as  soon  as 
the  trucks  stopped, 

Seoond  was  the  fact  that  the  escort  unit  uas  warned  of  the  ambush  and 
entered  the  killing  tone  firing  their  automatic  weapons.  This  undoubtedly 
inflicted  casualties  on  the  enemy  end  may  well  have  caused  the  VC  to  initiate 
the  ambush  prematurely. 

Third  It  must  be  accepted  that  the  tremendous  volume  of  firs  out  out  by  the 
ACAV's  was  instrumental  In  causing  the  VC  to  break  contact  and  flea. 
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NARRATIVE  CF  THE  AMBUSH  CT  2  DECEMBER  1966 
INTRCODCTICH  (C) 

Oi  2  December  1966  elements  (resupply  convoy)  of  the  1st  Squadron  were 
mnbuahed  by  the  275th  Viet  Cong  Main  Force  Regiment  Oil  Motional  Highway  1  northeast 
of  SUOI  CAT.  The  ensuing  action  dramatieiily  displayed  the  epitome  of  proper 
counterambuah  techniques  and  actiohlt  So  violent  was  the  execution  of  the  counter- 
ambush  that  within  70  minutes  the  Squadron  had  rendered  the  275th  VC  Regiment 
ineffective  as  a  fighting  force  without  the  loee  of  a  single  trooper.  This  one 
action  assisted  incnaourably  in  paving  the  way  for  more  extensive  operations  by 
tha  Blackhorsa  Regiment  to  the  north  and  eart  of  VO  OAT. 

BACKGROUND  '0> 

Iteration  ATLANTA  began  on  20  October  1966  with  the  let  Squadron  conducting, 

•  dear  and  eecure  operation  along  Nj.tiouel  Highway  1  from  BIEN  HQA  to  XUAN  IOC 
and  securing  the  site  of  the  Regiment's  permanent  base  camp  eouth  of  XUAN  IOC. 
Operation  ATLANTA  was  not  only  conceived  on  the  idea  cf  carving  out  a  piece  of 
real  estate  and  building  e  base  camp,  bet  in  opening  up  and  securing  roads  and 
permitting  tha  flow  of  civilian  commerce  throughout  the  provinces  around  XUAN  LX. 
dice  tha  base  camp  area  had  been  eecursd,  search  and  destroy  and  ROADRUNNER  opera¬ 
tions  were  conducted  toward  VO  DAT  along  National  Highway  1,  and  Interprovincial 
333,  and  south  from  the  fcaes  camp  on  Ihterprovincial  Route  2  to  the  1st  ATF  TACR. 

Convoys  with  supplies,  equipment  and  troope  continued  to  arrive  from  the  LONG 
BIKH  staging  area  in  ever  Increasing  amounts  throughout  the  remainder  of  October 
and  the  entire  month  of  November.  Cn  2  November  the  Regiment  began  providing 
security  for  a  com  any  from  the  27th  Engineer  Battalion  (C)  in  the  vicinity  of 
QIA  RAX  adjacent  to  National  Highway  1  at  the  base  of  CHUA  CHAN  Mountain. 

Viet  Cong  activities  in  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry's  area  of  operation  ware 
relatively  lalnor  in  nature  during  ths  month  of  November  except  for  the  ambush 
of  21  November.  On  27  end  28  November  the  Regiment  received  RED  HAZE  reports  of 
approximately  80  emissions  south  of  National  Highway  1  (vie  XT  2010  -  2U10  -  2U07  - 
2007)  and  agent  reports  of  movements  north  and  south  cf  National  Highway  1  in  ths 
vicinity  cf  SCUI  OAT  and  CHUA  CHAN  Mountain.  Cn  the  29th  the  1st  Squadron  moved 
into  the  aree  of  the  reported  activity  and  conducted  a  tone  reconnaissance  jMfth 
and  south  of  Highway  1  as  far  as  GIA  RAT  remaining  overnight,  returning  the  next 
day  without  contact.  Cn  the  same  day  the  1st  Squadron  returned  to  the  base  camp, 
a  FAC  fr~'  ths  18th  ARVN  Division  (Formerly  the  10th  Divieion)  reported  reoelvlng 
automatic  weapons  fire  end  observed  an  estimated  Viet  Cong  battalion  off  Interprov- 
lfrtial  Route  2  vicinity  of  XA  BA  NO  (XS  li285).  Shortly  thereafter  s  second  report 
was  received,  this  one  from  XUAN  LX  subsector  indicating  another  Vlst  Cong  bat¬ 
talion  was  located.  (XT  31(05  to  XT  31(96)  west  of  XUAN  LX  approximately  8  kUcnetere. 
The  2nd  Squadron  was  lmedietely  dispatched  to  cheek  the  reported  activity  to  tha 
eouth  an  Interprovincial  Route  2  while  ths  1st  Squadron  moved  to  the  west  on 
Highway  1  to  search  the  other  suspected  tree.  Both  operations  produced  negative 
ccntaot. 

The  1st  and  2nd  Squadrons  returned  to  ths  basa  camp  reaming  their  mission  of 
base  camp  security.  The  next  day  Troop  B  relieved  elements  of  ths  2nd  Squadron 
providing  security  for  the  GIA  RAT  rock  quarry.  Agent  reports  still  indicated 
enemy  activity  around  QIA  RAT.  Consequently,  reaction  force*  were  continually  cn 
the  alert  and  each  convegfc  movement  was  closely  scrutinised. 

The  terrain  in  ths  area  of  the  anbuah  is  gentle,  sloping  to  the  southeast  from 
the  ccasanding  terrain  in  the  area,  Cbua  Chan  Mountain  (elevation  837a).  Ik  linage 
flows  from  ths  mountain  to  the  northeast  to  the  southeast.  Ths  highway  is  flanked 
by  elephant  grass  on  both  sides  turning  into  heavy  secondary  growth  approximately 
60  meters  off  the  road.  The  initial  area  of  contact  wae  flanked  to  the  west  by  s 
portion  of  a  rubber  plantation.  Traffloabdlity  was  limited  onea  the  vehiolea  in far¬ 
ed  the  undergrowth.  However,  It  did  not  i  -pede  the  advance  of  the  Blackhoree  Tro¬ 
opers.  The  weather  was  hot  and  clear  continuing  throughout  the  night  and  ths  next 

day. 
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UK  AMBUSH  OF  2  DECEMBER  1966  (C) 

On  the  second  of  December  Troop  B  plua  •  platoon  of  tanks  from  Company  D  were 
securing  the  site  of  the  rock  quarry  while  Troop  A  manned  the  squadron's  sector 
of  the  base  oarq>  perimeter.  A  resupply  convoy  had  arrived  e arils r  in  the  day  at 
the  base  oamp  and  was  on  ite  way  back  to  the  rock  quarry  when  it  was  ambushed 
at  l61iC  hours  by  an  estimated  2  battalion  Viet  Cong  force.  The  area  selected  by 
the  snemy  for  the  ambush  is  located  on  a  stretch  of  Highway  1  that  hca  oome  to  be 
know  as  "Ambush  Alley 11  (YT  60206 It  to  YT  62t’o8!j  along  Highway  1)  (see  sketch  1). 

The  convoy,  constating  of  2  tanks,  3  ACAVla  .-nd  2  ton  trucks,  reacted  violently 
to  the  attack  with  the  armored  vehicles  escorting  tiie  two  trucke  out  of  killing 
tone  then  returning  Innedietely  to  rake  the  entire  killing  tone  with  9Q»  oannister, 
50  Cal  and  7.62  machlnegun  fire,  grsnadee  end  M-16  fire  (eee  sketch  2}. 

Word  of  the  ambush  war  received  hy  the  1st  Squadron  units  in  the  bass  camp 
and  Troop  B  located  5  kilometers  north  of  the  ambush  at  the  rock  quarry.  Within 
seven  minutes  after  the  squadron  received  the  inrormction,  Coapany  D  (-)  ins  on 
the  move  towards  the  ambush  to  be  followed  10  mirutea  Inter  by  Troop  C.  Meanwhile 
Troop  B  had  arrived  at  the  ambush  site,  moving  right  lrio  the  killing  zone  smother¬ 
ing  the  Viet  Ceng  positions,  many  of  lAieh  were  only  off  the  ehoulder  of  road,  with 
withering  fire.  A  Viet  Ceng  recoill e3r  riflo  round  hit  one  of  the  tanka  knocking 
off  the  oanmander'e  cupola,  hut  it  did  not  deter  the  crew  as  they  continued  to 
fight  and  in  the  ensuing  battle  fil-ci  every  round  of  90m  on  the  tank, 

By  tUe  tine  the  tanks  of  Crampa-iv  0  began  to  arrive  on  scene  having  traveled 
22  kilometers  in  25  minutes,  commenced  moving  through  the  ambueh  tone  raking  cos 
side  of  the  highway  while  Troop  B  worked  war  the  other  side.  Howitzer  Battery 
which  followed  Tkoop  C  and  lias  in  turn  followed  by  Troop  A  1*5  minutes  later,  moved 
into  a  fire  support  position  near  SCUT  CAT.  Once  Troop  C  reeched  the  ambush  site 
it  moved  threwgh  the  killing  kuua  firing  everything  it  had,  and  tdcing  up  positions 
on  Highway  1  beyond  the  RJ  of  333  and  1  in  an  effort  to  seal  off  the  Viet  Cong's 
routes  of  withdrew!. 

The  Viet  Cong  apparently  thinking  that  Troop  C  was  the  last  of  the  reinforce¬ 
ments  beam  to  firs  again  on  the  road  only  to  be  caught  in  s  crossfire  between  the 
on-charging  Troop  A  piA  the  tanka  cf  Company  D,  This  fire  fight  lasted  about  ten 
minutes  then  Charlie  began  to  loivi  hin  tests  for  combat  with  the  Trovers  of  the 
Blaekhorse.  Troop  A  moved  into  poc.lt ions  astride  Highway  1  vwet  of  Droop  B  while 
Troop  C  shifted  furth  r  south  In  an  attempt  to  hlock  the  Viet  Cong's  escape  routes 
(see  sketch  3). 

Reinforcing  fire  wes  provided  both  from  the  ground  by  the  5Uth  Artillery 
Group  and  fighter  aircraft  baaed  at  3IEK  HQA  directed  by  the  Regl  wnt's  FAC 
personnel  observing  the  srabunh  site  fro*  overhead.  Further  support  was  provided  by 
the  Squadron's  light  fire  team  amt  aircraft  from  the  Regimental  Aviation  Platoon. 

The  Viet  Cong  had  dug- in  and  covered  positions  on  both  sidee  of  the  road  (see 
sketch  2)  covering  the  killing  zone  with  heavy  and  light  mncblneguns,  60nm  mortars, 
at  least  one  75mm  recoilless  rifle  and  small  armn,  Viet  Cong  forces  were  also 
positioned  olose  to  the  shoulder  of  the  road  irith  grenades,  with  the  apparent  hope 
cf  damaging  the  suspension  systems  of  tbs  ACAV'a  and  tanks  which  proved  to  be 
fruitless.  They  did  however^  provide  lucrative  targets  for  the  grenadiers  on  the 
passing  ACAV't  as  they  dropped  their  hand  grenades  and  fired  their  M79  launchers 
with  deadly  accuracy. 

At  1750  hour#  oontact  was  broken  by  the  Viet  Ceng  with  only  sporadic  firing 
oontinuing  until  1950  hour*.  In  order  to  seel  off  the  esoape  routes  to  the  south 
(see  sketch  3)  a  combination  of  ertillary  and  air  support  was  utilised  to  firs 
throughout  the  night  on  suspected  sva cues  of  withdrawal  (trails,  stream  beds,  rldgs 
lines),  niusdnatlon  and  surpresalng  fires  ware  delivered  by  roteting  ACM  "Spook" 
ships  over  the  area  until  morning  light.  An  initial  o'ueck  of  the  area  lndioated 
the  VC  had  88  XL*.  (BC)  in  the  70  minute  encounter  dtfc  the  "First  of  tbs  Blackhoraog 

After  regaining  In  position  all  night  along  the  road  the  1st  Squadron  started 
to  clear  the  aabush  site,  sending  dimnounted  patrols  approximately  200  maters  off 
the  road.  Mounted  patrols  contacted  search  awl  oleivr  operations  on  tha  trails 
traveling  10  kjlamatera  into  tha  Jungls.  To  further  tighten  the  knot  around  the 
asea  the  3rd  Squadron  moved  from  the  base  esap  assuming  tha  1st  Squadron's 
Hocking  positions  ihlls  the  1st  made  s  sweep  <  the  area.  A  forward  CP  fnao  the 
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Regiment  was  also  moved  into  the  area  to  f eollitate  oenma,d  and  oontrol  of  the 
ojperetions,  Ae  tha  clearing  operation  progressed  ths  Tlet  Cong  body  count  climbed, 
reaching  99  with  et  leant  another  100  KIA  (P0S3),  At  approximately  1630  hours  the 
3rd  Squadron  end  Regimental  CP  morel  hack  to  the  base  camp  laaring  ths  1st  Squadron 
to  continue  their  cloaring  of  the  cues. 

FEE  jITPPCRT  (U) 

At  the  time  of  the  am'aiah  there  i«re  no  preplanned  fires  or  air  atrikai, 
however,  within  ten  minutes  after  the  ambueh  started,  supporting  fires  frcm  fighter 
aircraft  and  the  5hth  Artillery  Group  were  on  the  way.  Thus  providing  Iloultier 
Battery,  1st  Squadron  enough  time  to  poeltlon  itself  et  SCOT  CAT  there  it  tea 
able  to  provide  direct  support  for  the  entire  ambush  area.  Friar  to  darkness 
a  Battery  frcm  the  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artlllory  was  dispatched  fpcm  I0AH  EX 
to  provide  further  support.  Highway  1  was  ee'.ebliehed  es  ths  fire  coordination 
line  (see  sketch  1*)  with  the  air  strikee  directed  to  the  a set  and  south  of  the 
highway  and  the  artillery  to  tha  wet  and  north.  7-.’C  personnel  from  tha  Regbuent 
directed,  in  coordination  with  tha  ground  Cttm.uvier,  seven  air  strike  from 
their  light  observation  aircr  aft  observiiig  the  ambueh  site,  CBU'.r,  250  pound 
bembe,  napalm  and  20mm  ernnone  were  directed  iris  the’  arsa  uprooting  treee  ani 
cutting  huge  gougee  out  of  tha  Jungla  belnw,  During  the  hours  of  darknaee  e 
ACl*7  "Spook"  nhip  use  continually  overhead  providing  Illumination  and  supra  a  sing 
fires  on  request  and  as  targets  of  opportunity  ippeared.  Sup  ienenting  the  above 
mentioned  fire  sup  iort  were  light  fire  teume  fran  the  1st  Squadron  and  Regiment. 

Tha  light  fire  team  from  ths  1st  Squedran  per  socially  bagged  at  leeet  5  Viet  Cong 
when  It  caught  a  group  of  them  in  the  open. 

A  total  of  22  eorties  were  flown  as  fulloie: 

A01  -  3 
F5  -  5 

F100  -  10 
AC!i7  -  1* 

Ordnance  expended  included: 

CBU  3  ccnniatf.rs 

Bomb,  500  lbs  16 

Bomb,  750  lbe  6 

Napalm,  750  ibu  22 

FFAR,  2.75"  76 

20m  (HOI)  10,000  rde 

30  Celi.c>er  ly»000  rds 

There  was  a  ml  ninum  of  uu  FAC  'varhood  et  all  tinea  end  et'  acne  timee  as  many 
as  3  in  tha  air  at  ones.  Ccotinu:us  crrmunicatlona  were  maintained  with  tha  ground 
eo.iaander  for  the  dvr  .-.tier  cf  the  arbuA. 

Artillery  direct  suppeot  was  provided  by  B'owitsyr  Oatleiy  let  Squadron, 
Reinforcing  fires  were  provided  by  Battery  B  (IjJSP),  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery. 
A  to— 1  of  1700  rounds  were  fired  In  support  of  tha  operetion. 

RBSt7J5! 

(U)  Knaay  losses  Included: 

Pareonnel: 

tU  (BC?  99 

KIA  (POSS)  100-150 

vcc  3 

Bquipaant: 

7!*n  RR  1 

7.62  Hvy  ID  1 

7.62  tt  ID  (Type  58)  1 
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7.62  Lt  lO  (Type  56)  1* 

A?:  !tf  Assault  Rifle  3 

Chioan  Ccrbine  w/Bayonet  1 

BtiO  R?G2  locket  Launcher  1 

6Qnm  Hot  tar  1 

;:50  'jub  :n  l 

Carbine  12  (US)  1 

Ssiall  Arms  /munition  1500  rounds 
Grenade  (Fragmentation  &  Concussion)  U5 
RKG  IT  grenade  2 

Mortar  Ajimuiitlon  (6Ctm)  15 

(C)  Friendly  losses  included: 

Personnel: 

Kit  -  1  (27th  2ngr  Bn) 

VIA  -  22 
Equipment: 


/.CAT  ( destroyed)  -  1 
Tand  MU6A3  (damaged)  -  1 

CCKCLUS.T.OHS  (C) 

A  search  of  the  ambush  aree  and  inf  Question  obtained  frets  captured  documents 
and  prisoners  indicated  that  the  275th  VC  Rqgt  ('Iain  Force)  reinforced  idth  he  ary 
weapons  sprung  the  ambush  vddch  70  minutes  later  turned  into  a  dieaateroua  defeat. 
The  decisive  defeat  of  the  Viet  Ceng  can  be  attributed  to  several  things: 

First  and  forssost  is  that  at  no  time  in  the  ambush  was  the  Viet  Cong  able  te 
gain  control  of  the  situation  even  though  he  had  the  advantages  of  surprise  and 
fortified  positions.  The  violent  reaction  by  the  escort  force  oor.plstely  stripped 
him  ef  spy  advantages  he  might  have  had.  Once  out  of  the  killing  zone  the  escort 
force  minis  the  trucks  charged  head  long  down  the  road  belohing  fire  on  bath-sides 
of  the  road.  Tills  spontaneous  action  held  at  bay  tbs  attacking  fores  until  the 
reaction  forces  arrived. 

Secondly,  the  rapid  reaction  of  the  remainder  of  the  squadron  in  reading  the 
ambush  site  within  25  uinutee  after  traveling  a  distance  of  approximately  22  k». 

Third,  the  immediate  establishment  of  a  firs  coordination  Une  (Highway  1) 
thus  permitting  maximum  utilization  of  both  air  and  ground  supporting  fires. 

Fourth,  tiie  ability  of  the  convoy  te  withstand  the  initial  shock  and  than  le 
able  to  ret»llete  so  effectively. 

The  final  results  night  have  been  even  batter  If  it  had  stayoc  light  another 
two  hours.  However,  weather  conditions  did  not  limit  the  ability  of  control 
persomvl  to  pines  effective  fire  on  the  enemy  positions. 

Incloeureei 

Sketch  up  1,  Sketch  map  2,  Sketch  mao  3,  Sketch  map  U,  and  Topographic 

Rap. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Page  ti  af  ii  Pages 


I 


_n_n_TL_ru. 


i%7 


S Kdfch  f 


Suoi  Cat 


_ ttL±b.~L*X 

T 


ANNEX  C 

AFTER  ACTION  REPORT  -  OPER*TIOM  ALEXANDRIA 
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CCMBAT  OPERA r*'ICf IS  AFTER  ACTION  R2PCTO 
OPERA 11 ON  ALEXANDRIA 


References  i 

OPCRD  09-66  (OPERATION  AIEXANDRIA),  Headquarters,  Uth  Armored  Cavalry 
Regiment,  2  Dao  66. 

1.  names  or  iDEwrrnr  atp/cr  tips  o?  operation, 

a.  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA 

b.  Search  and  Destroy. 

2.  M TO  CF  OFIR’-Tia.'.  01*3030  *.  051957  Dec  66. 

3.  LOCATION.  DUC  THANH  and  XUAN  LOG  PROVINCES. 

i*.  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS.  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment. 

5.  REPORT HP  OFFICER,  LTC  Palmer  A.  Peterson. 

6.  TASK  ORtW-NIZATION.  See  Anne*  A. 

7.  SUF"ORTIHQ  FORCES, 

a.  Air  Support 

(1)  Preplanned  air  strikes :  There  were  two  preplanned  air  strikes 
at  050700  Dao  on  suspected  VC  routes  of  withdrawal.  Its  effectiveness  oould  not 
be  Judged  because  of  the  dense  vegetation  in  the  strike  area. 

(2)  Immediate  air  strikes*  Thera  was  one  immediate  air  strike  at 
051100  Dec  called  in  by  Tk  I  to  reduce  enemy  machine  gun  and  email  arms  fire,  ihe 
rtrlka  vfcich  followed  artillery  and  an  assault  by  two  light  fire  teams  reduced  the 
Volume  cf  fire  to  the  extent  where  ground  elements  could  effect  a  ■•arch. 

b.  Squadron  and  Regimental  Aviation. 

(1)  A  total  of  25  hours  and  1*0  minutes  of  air  tine  was  recorded  Ly 
helicopter  pilots  flying  in  support  of  the  ground  action.  13  hours  50  minutes  were 
recorded  in  UTU1B  ai  craft  and  11  hours  50  minutes  were  recorded  in  OH-230 
aircraft  that  flew  F0!s  ard  other  observers . 

(2)  A  total  nf  four  etrikes  were  recorded.  Three  by  tha  Third 
Squadron  light  fire  team  ar.l  otj  by  the  Second  Squadron  light  fire  team.  Targets 
were  snsny  routes  of  idtlidrawal  froi  the.i*Jsctlwe  aref,  .tunnels  slid  .bunkers.  The 
assaults  war»  observed  to  be  most  effective  In  impressing  enemy  fires  fren  those 
noeiticna . 


(3)  The  following  Odnance  was  * -pended  i 

(a)  2.75"  nii  '0  ground  rockets  -  37 

(b)  7.62wc  linked  -  6,000  rounds 
e.  Other  Aviation, 

(1)  Two  Dust  Offs  wars  collated  for  this  operation. 

(2)  66  hour  a  were  flown  by  1C  UlklB  aircraft  of  tha  68th  Aviation 

Support  Company.  The  company  air-lifted  the  l*3rd  Inf.-ntry  into  ohjeotlve  Alpha 
and  out  at  the  and  of  the  Also,  these  elements  were  used  to  evacuate  600 

VCS  to  an  Interrogation  point  at*  kilometers  from  objective  A. 
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d.  Artillery 

(l)  General)  Artillery' support  for  the  operation 'was 
supplied  by  three  sources. 

(a)  Howitzer  Battery  3d  Squadron  fired  the  following 


missions) 

various  areas, 
unknown. 


Is.  050200  to  050300  Dec.  HAI  was  fired  in 
40  rds  HE  were  fired.  It  was  unobserved,  effectiveness 


2m_  050515  to  050715.  297  rds  HE  and  42  rdB  WP 
were  fired  for  preparatory  fires  and  to  eeal  off  the  objective'-  areas.  It 
was  unobserved  and  reoulte  unknown)  however,  based  on  the  number  of  VCS  de¬ 
tained  it  can  be  assumed  that  it  was  effective  in  helping  to  oetablieh  the 
seal. 

3.  O5O6OO  Dec.  2  rds  of  WP  were  fired  as  a 

nr.vagat  ionnl  aid  to  Tm  I. 

4.  050900  Dec.  366  rds  HE  and  40  rds  VP  were 
fired  for  a  blocking  barrage  which  was  requested  by  3-3*  An  FO  observed 
and  reported  the  firo  offeetivoly  blocked  avenues  of  escape. 

Si  051045  to  0514OO.  393  rds  of  HE  and  32  rds  VP 
were-  fired  for  combined  casual  t  on  line  by  Tm  I,  I'm  K  and  Tm  L.  At  one  point 
on  this  mieelon  a  dead  space  was  encountered  in  a  deep  draw.  The  assualt 
elements  could  net  effectively  clear  the  area  without  halting  the  aseualt. 
Howitzer  Battery  effectively  cloned  their  eheaf  and  was  able  to  completely 
fill  the  draw  with  fire  and  redure  enemy  harraaement  from  thnt  position. 

6.  O51d30  to  051645  Dec.  137  rds  HE  and  13  rds 
VP  were  fired  by  the  105  Battory  and  155  Battery  maaned  as  a  final  pro¬ 
tective  fire  for  Tm  I  and  Tm  L  as  they  withdrew  from  the  area.  This  was 
a  TOT  mleeicn.  Artillery  batteries  are  not  usually  located  together  in 
Vietnam  to  allow  them  to  mass  their  forcea  in  this  way.  However,  the 
mieelon  was  effectively  accomplished. 

b.  B  Battery  2/35  Artillery  155HH  SP  fired  454  rds  HE  and  10  rde 
VP  in  missions  ranging  from  KAI  to  a  TOT.  As  thl*  battory  has  a  range  of 

3  tc  4  miles  and  ite  effect  on  a  target  le  three  times  that  ef  a  105.  the 
battery  provided  a  valuable  aseet  to  the  operation. 

c.  Provisional  Mortar  Battery,  composed  of  iho  mortars  in  the 
Armored  Cavlp.zy  Troop  massed  in  one  battery,  fired  four  Ittl  missions  in 
the  vicinity  cf  objective  Alpha.  As  a  supplement  to  our  Howitzer  Battery 
and  a  eocond  source  of  indirect  fire  the  Provisional  Mortar  Battery  is  very 
valuable. 


B.  INTELUGEHCE 

Lm  Prior  to  Operation)  Numerous  sources,  let  Australian  Task 
Foroe,  Phoue  Tuy  Province  and  Seote*  Hoadquartere,  Due  Thanh  Advisor  *nd 
aerial  obssrvation  all  indicated  that  an  unknown  local  force*  was  operating 
in  the  area.  Countless  incidents  cf  sniper  fire,  ninoe,  road  cuts  and  tax 
collection  points  had  been  reported  by  theee  sources.  It  wna  suspected  that 
ths  local  force  unite  provided  cuts  t  allow  the  274  and  275  VC  Regiments 
to  croee  Interprovincial  Highway  #2.  They  also  aszved  as  guides  to  the 
Regiments  when  in  the  area. 

The  S-2  American  advisor  in  Fhuoc  Tuy  Province  further  indicated  that 
the  areq  oould  harbor  a  traseient  VC  Base  Caiqp  as  there  were  tunnels  and 
trenches  sighted  on  several  occasions,  and  the  fortifications  were  on  a 
VC  east-west  route  of  movement. 

b.  Value  of  prier  intelligence)  Prior  Intel ligneec  was  a  valuable 
indication  of  what  might  be  expected  in  the  area.  Expectod  torrain  limitations 
eena  as  ns  surprise  and  full  advantage  was  taken  ef  those  areas  where  we 
know  armored  vehiolee  could  operate  beet.  The  43  AKVN  Inf  Bn  was  roqueated 
te  ocps  with  expected  unfavorable  terrain  where  it  exlated  and  to  provide 
e  eearoh  element  for  widely  dispersed  and  isolated  hut*  in  objective  A. 

Prior  intelligence  from  aerial  e  be  creation  allowed  for  preplanned  artillery 
to  be  plaood  on  expected  routes  of  enemy  withdrawal.  Actual  ono^y  resistance 
did  exceod  that  which  was  expected  and  planmd  fer. 

e.  Intelligence  during  the  operation)  Intelligence  gained  from 
OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA  dtfinetly  identified  the  local  force  to  be  local  force 
CorgMny  C-20.  Of  the  42  ocnflmed  VC  sutured,  interrogators  found  one  who 
was  a  member  of  ths  274th  VC  Regiment.  Locuarete  collected  have  not  been 
fully  ovaluatod  but  one  revealod  the  loeetien  af  a  VC  mine  field. 

Tunnels  and  bunkerr  indicated  a  defensive  position  and  v<  rifled  eusplclcna 
that  the  arva  was  utilised  as  e  transient  Base  Car^. 
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9.  MI  331  OK.  To  conduct  a  a  arch  and  da*-*'-/  operation  050609  December 
1966,  vio  YS445852,  Can  2  (13465858),  Ap  Hair.  (YS462825)  to  seize  VC 

6*3  and  VCS  in  era  a. 

10.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION  I 

a.  Manueven  To  conduot  opn  in  3  phsaaal 

(1)  Phase  It  Atk  on  2  directions  of  atks  to  aaal  obj's 
A  and  B.  Secure  landing  zones  for  43  Inf  (xHVll)  (-). 

(2)  Phase  lit  Cont  to  seal  obj's  A  and  B.  43  Inf  (aKVM) 
cleare  obj'e  A  and  B.  VC  and  VCS  airlifted  to  a  actor  interrogation  center 
vie  15464782. 

(3)  Phase  IIIi  On  order,  Tto  M  cont  atk  to  search  obj  C| 

Tm  L  cont  atk  to  eoarch  ebj  D. 

b.  Firoei 

(1)  Artyi  Prl  of  fire  Tm  I  inltj  Tm  K  on  order.  Prep 
H-30  to  H-hour  to  aeal  obj  A  and  B. 

(2)  TAC  Airi  On  call. 

11.  EXECUTION 

Generali  Baadquartara  3d  Sqdn  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Hcglment  iesued 
OPORD  09-66  (OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA)  on  2  Deo  1966  assigning  the  mission  as 
stated  in  paragraph  9  above.  On  211600  Deo  all  unit  commands  re  were  briefed 
cm  tha  mission.  At  021500  Doc  coordination  was  made  with  the  participating 
AHVN  unit,  Tha  Squadron  Commander,  8-3,  a  liaieon  officer  and  the  Regimental 
2  travalod  to  Ba  rla  on  0  Deo  to  affaot  coordination  with  Phouo  Tuy  offiolale 
and  American  Advieort,  the  Battalion  Commander  of  the  43  AHVH  Infantry, 
and  Liaison  offioer  of  tha  68th  Airmobile  Company.  On  4  Bee  liaison  was 
made  with  B  2/35  Arty. 

4  December  1966 

At  O414OO  Sec,  Bow  Battery  displaced  to  the  Coutaney  Rubber  Plantation 
et  YS458920  in  preparation  to  fire  H&I  firea  and  direct  supper t  missions  on  5 
Deo  66. 

Tm  L  mounted,  moved  south  on  routa  Black  at  041745  Bee  and  from  15438956 
to  YS443915  tha  tem  dismounted  and  took  position  on  either  side  of  Route  2  to 
esoure  that  portion  of  tha  route  for  the  road  march  on  5  Bee.  Tm  L  occupied 
tbeaa  positions  by  O4I846  Dec.  The  Tm  L  vehicles  returned  to  Bass  Camp,  rfter 
the  dismounted  personnel  took  position, 

fhass  I  of  the  operation  c erne need  at  O515  hrs  with  Bcwltzcr  Battery 
and  B  Battery  2/35  Artillery  conducting  prepartory  fires  in  objectives  A 
A  B  to  esal  ths  area  until  the  teams  could  take  position. 

At  0515  1m  X  crosssd  SP  and  proosedsd  south  on  route  BLACK  travailing 
south  to  effect  a  seal  on  objsctiva  Alpha.  Tm  L  brought  ite -vehicles  to 
tha  positions  it  occupied  on  routs  BLACK.  The  team  mounted  and  proceeded 
south  to  cooplsts  the  seal  on  objective  Alpha.  Tm  L  brought  ite  vehicles 
to  the  positions  it  occupied  on  routs  BLACK.  Ths  team  nr-untad  and  proooeded 
south  to  cqaplsto  the  ssal  on  objsotivs  Alpha. 

Provisional  Mortar  Battsiy  followed  in  march  order  and  displaced  to 
ths  south  on  route  BLACK  to  YS457B40  whs re  the  Battery  w ns  laid. 

3/919  Engineers  was  last  in  march  order,  and  took  up  position  with 
Provisional  Mortar  Battery. 

At  O545  How  Battery  stopped  preparatory  fires  and  e texted  interdiction 
fires  on  suspected  rcuto  of  wi  thdrawal  from  objectives  A  4  B. 

At  0£30  Tm  K  hod  completed  ihe  aeal  on  objective  Bravo.  Tta>‘I  reported 
ite  portion  of  ths  aeal  for  objective  ilpha  was  complete  at  0647.  At  0656 
the  firet  lift,  one  company  of  the  43rd  Infantry  (AHVH)  was  on  the  landing 
zone.  At  0709  Tm  M  reported  they  were  in  position  and  euro  sealing  their 
position  and  coexisted  the  sal  at  0735* 

Hinse  II.  At  O64O  Tm  K  commended  t  search  of  area  Bravo.  The  search 
in  objective  Bravo  reveled  several  posters  and  lsnflate  which  were  anti- 
American.  At  coordinates  T546585O  in  the  vicinity  of  a  concrete  plantation 
house  liK  found  a  38  meter  long  tunnel.  By  0729  Tm  X  had  taken  about  150  VCS 
and  requested  sir  evacuation  for  the  suspects  so  that  they  oculd  be  taken 
to  the  interrogation  point  at  Blnh  Gia.  At  0745  Tm  X  reported  having  located 
2000  pounds  of  peanuts  which  they  destroyed. 

The  third  1ft  cf  tha  43  Infantry  was  completed  at  0600.  At  this  time 
the  AHSN  Tores  mood  east  from  the  landing  eons  at  15417862  and  moved  into 
objective  Alpha  to  initiate  a  search  of  the  area* 
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followed  by  Tn  I,  Tn  I  and  Tn  K.  By^^jf iiwtleibsltn^kl  oeed  on  Baso 
Camp. 


12.  Result# » 

a.  Friendly 

(1 )  Personnel 

US  -  2  KEA,  10  WIA. 

(2)  Equipment  (Damaged  or  lost) 

2  tanks  suffered  track  and  suspension  damage. 

1  K-79  ioet. 

b,  Eneny 

(1 )  Poraonnel 

(q)  4  VC  Hi  fBC) 

(b)  2  VC  WIA  (Confirmed) 

fc)  0  VC  KBA 

fd)  600  VCS  captured. 

(e)  42  VCC  detained. 

(2)  Tunnels  and  Fortifications 

(a)  24  flavor  tunnele  wore  found. 

(b)  2  fortifiod  poeitions  were  explored.  Punjii 
stakes ,  booby  trope,  epiler  holee  and  anti-aircraft  wera  among  tho  defonsee 
employed. 

(0)  None  of  the  tunned  or  fortifications  could  be 
completely  destroyed  as  it  would  have  required  major  engineer  effort 
equipment  and  time  not  available  to  the  Squadron. 

(d)  Captured  and/or  destroyed. 

4100  lbs  of  peanute  destroyed. 

1?£  tons  of  rice  destroyed. 

2j  tons  of  rice  evacuated. 

70  Chicoo  etiok  granidee  destroyed. 

2  claymores  destroyed. 

2  Pressure  type  anti-tank  nines  captured. 

13.  ADMINISTRATIVE  HATTERS  1  As  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA  involved  only  a 
single  day,  problems  in  adi minis trativ e  proceeduree  were  at  a  minima. 

Some  of  the  following  areas  are  worthy  of  concent. 

a.  Treatment  of  Casualties  1  Tm  I  Buffered  a  KLA  early  in  ths 
action;  However,  evacuation  oould  not  be  effected  for  several  heure. 

Dus toff  would  not  ovoouate  a  JXA  even  though  tho  body  oould  easily 

have  boon  placed  on  a  dustoff  ship  when  it  was  in  the  area  tc  nvacuato 
a  wounded  eoldiar.  The  HH-IB’e  organlo  to  the  Squadron  could  not  av acute 
the  body  due  to  the  extwoe  weight  of 'the  Ordanoe  carriedrby  the  aircraft. 

A  ewifter  method  will  hove  to  be  devised  for  XT  a  evacuation.  Hot 
Oily  is  the  presence  of  a  dead  comrade  a  definite  morale  factor,  but  the 
brjy  oreates  a  handeap  when  the  unit  must  move  rapidly  and  frequently, 

Urute  must  be  ready  to  evacuate  casualties  or  XT  1  by  armored  ambulance 
to  a  eafe  landing  zone  for  pick-up. 

b.  Communications 1  In  future  operotioAb  the  Squadron  would  like 
to  switch  all  airmobile  cccwuni cations  to  the  adnln/log  net  as  traffic 
becomes  extreme  on  the  cocfiaixi  net.  At  one  time  a  request  for  duatoff 

end  a  request  fer  a  fire  mission  were  in  competition  with  each  other, 
indicating  a  need  for  oetabliehed  priorities  on  radio  traffic. 

14.  3:  ECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TSCHUIQDE8. 

The  only  item  of  equipment  that  met  full  oonbat  utilization  for 
ths  first  time  was  ths  Ml  32  Flame  Thrower,  The  ability  of  this  weapon 
to  burn  thick  brush  and  routs  a  hidden  enemy  ie  unequal ed.  It  ie  such 
a  valuable  weapon  when  readily  available  to  the  troop  that  it  ie  felt  that 
two  H132'a  should  be  organic  to  each  troop. 

15.  OOlti/JDm  ANALYSIS »  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA  was  noet  successful 
in  terms  of  physical  damage  infllstad  .  upon  tho  enamy ,  number*  of  con¬ 
firmed  VC  captured,  and  the  psychological  advantage  gained  by  easily 
entering  an  enecqr  stronghold  and  eetabliehing  ouF  control  in  the  area, 
further,  indsepensibl*  intelligence  'was  gained  about  aetiviiioe  and 
operations  in  tho  “oglmcnt#  TACR.  Iho  stores  and  fortifications  found 
definitely  oetsblishod  the  area  as  a  staging  area  usod  by  tho  3th  VC 
Division  for  nastiest  movement.  Tile  alnglo  most  li^ortant  success  was 
ths  oapturo  of  Important  local  VC  loaders  ^10  gr.ve  vsluabls  info  mat  ion 
on  terrorist  rings  and  infaroeturcture  of  the  area*  Ths  operation  also 
provided  the  opportunity  to  osiualt  entrenched  poeitions ,  utilise  ths 
Squadron's  tunnel  rats,  and  ixefclse  the  procoeeing  and  evacuation 

of  prisoners  and  6ooumi£T*  'Ths  troops,  .also  encountered  punjil  stakes 
and  other  booby  trope.  ^  li.4L 
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Tm  I  and  Tm  M  etarted  eearch^Sg“^AHtaj  ' c^thoir  'blocking 

pooitione  and  at  0820  TO  I  discovered  a  large  number  of  Inter -oonneoting 
tunnela  running  under  houses*  Smoke  was  pl&ood  in  tho  tunnels  and  n tunas 1 
rats",  recently  trained  in  the  Squadron  entered  the  tunnels  for  a  detailed 
••arch. 

At  0825  sniper  fire  wounded  a  tank  commander  and  loader  in  the  head 
at  coordinates  TS438848.  Dustoff  was  called  for  at  that  location  by  Tm  I. 

To  I  called  in  a  light  firs  team  to  make  a  run  on  the  location  that 
the  eniper  fire  came  frcra.  The  air  observer  and  S3  called  in  artillery  to 
fire  a  bldcRIng  b.-rmge  to  seal  the  area  while  to  I  searched  the  posit:  on. 

At  0305  Tm  I  made  further  contact  with  heavy  volunee  of  machine  gun  and 
email  arms  fire  at  YS438848.  The  light  fire  team  made  an  aseualt  on  the 
position  but  artillery  was  not  used  due  to  aircraft  in  the  area* 

High  performance  aircraft  was  aleo  kept  on  etnnd-by  pending  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  Duetoff.  One  attempt  at  Dustoff  failed  at  0904  when  the  aircraft 
suffered  tail  damage  from  hostilo  fire  and  was  forces  to  land  at  Bass  Camp. 

At  0920  the  wounded  tank  comander  died,  and  Tm  I  requoeted  the  body  be  - 
evacuated* 

To  tho  eouth  of  objootivo  Alpha  where  Tm  M  was  In  blocking  position. 

A  limited,  eearch  was  conducted*  By  0959  Tm  M  hod  diecovered  5000  lbe  of  rice 
and  had  55  VCS  to  be  evacuated. 

Dustoff  was  not  accomplished  for  to  I  until  1022  almcet  two  hours 
after  it  had  bean  requested.  Upon  completion  of  fust off  Tn  I  called  in 
artillery  as  email  arms  and  automatic  weapons  persisted*  The  artillery 
was  lifted  at  1058,  and  the  light  fire  toam  followed  by  TAC  nir  aseuakted 
the  area* 

At  1102  Tm  I  requested  a  second  dustoff.  The  second  dustoff  was 
completed  at  1140*  Tm  I  etill  had  a  KXA  at  its  location  as  nsither  dustoff 
nor  our  light  fire  team  could  pick  up  the  body.  Ono  of  the  aircraft  from 
the  68th  Aimobllo  eupport  company  finally  evacuated  the  body*  Tm  M 
tcorohing  in  the  vicinity  of  ite  blocking  position  had  uncovered  a  total 
of  8000  lbe  of  rioe  which  was  destroyed  and  45  VCS.  By  1147  to  L  had. 

50  VCS  in  the  vioinity  of  ite  blocking  position. 

43  Infer,  try  had  completed  a  rather  haphazard  eearch  of  objectivo  Alpha 
by  1020  hours.  Tho  Battalion  Coimnander  set  his  ooc$aniee  in  position 
along  Highwjty  2  and  remained  there  for  the  rest  of  the  operation,  toe 
search  performed  by  the  AK7N  Force  resulted  in  eeveral  bumod  hute.  Hine 
VCS,  some  hnndgrenados  af  various  maiufocture,  one  anti-tank  mine,  and 
eeveral  pige,  chickens,  bioyclee  and  one  sewing  machine  wore  taken  by 
the  45  Infantry. 

Feeling  a  moro  dotailed  eearch  of  objootivo  Alpha  was  neceaeary  at 
1200  hours  Tm  I,  Tm  K  and  Tm  L.  swiftly  formed  on  lino  to  tho  north  of  the 
objeotive  and  performed  a  mounted  sweep  of  the  area  with  on a  company  of 
the  45  Infantry  eearohing  behind  tho  vehicles.  Artillery  was  employed 
during  thie  eearch  to  fire  into  drawn  and  thick  Jungle  ahead  of  tho 
search  elements  to  drive  out  anybody  hidden  in  such  places. 

tois  scorch  revooled  numerous  tunnels,  bunkere,  booby  trope t  punjii 
pits  aj^d  firing  positions.  Four  VC  KCA  wore  discovered  and  14O  r.ore  VCS  were 
found.  In  addition  rioe,  handgrenadee  and  many  uniforms  were  taken.  The 
positions  where  KIA  wore  found  were  entrenched  and  tho  enony  w ns  killed  at 
olrse  range.  There  was  ono  instance  of  an  onemy  ossualting  two  AC/V 1 e 
with  a  handgrennde  at  15  met era. 

At  1342  Tm  K  moved  to  objeotivo  Charlie  and  conducted  a  eoaxch  thmt 
yielded  43  VCS. 

A  HEDCAP  operation  was  conducted  at  the  interrogation  point,  toe 
operalion  raot  with  only  limited  success  as  the  people  who  hod  been  evacuated 
to  tho  interrogation  point  all  demonstrated  a  rsluotance  to  participate 
btciuso  of  VC  propagnads  that  discredited  HEDCAP  as  dangerous  end  brutal. 
Attempts  by  S-5  to  give  away  various  foodstuffs  was  aleo  only  partly 
•ucoosaful  because  tho  VC  propaganda  labeled  the  food  as  polaion. 

Because  of  spproaohlng  darknoee  and  the  time  required  to  airlift 
the  43  Infantry  to  Ba  Ria,  Phase  III,  the  search  of  objootive  Delta  was 
navar  acoocqillshad. 

At  1612  hours  to  K  returned  1-43  Infantry  to  the  parent  unit  and 
moved  north  to  secure  route  BLACK  from  the  SP  to  the  RP.  to  L  moved  north 
next  on  routo  BLACK  and  secured  from  tho  RP  to  T84589OI.  At  1658  hours  two 
tanka  of  to  L  r/m  over  pressure  dot  coated  ulnae  at  W456844.  *0  lnJuH.ee 
were  inflicted. 


to  I  secured  roite  BLACK  Iron  the  southern  eootor  of  to  L  to  the  landing 
«M  IS456941.  to  M  secured  the  landing  eono  until  the  43  Infantry  (ARVK) 
had  bean  oorqilately  airliftod  <wt  of  objootive  Alpha.  At  154<*  Howit*er 
Battery  moved  north  io^ho  basacaj^  at  18J7.  The  43  Infantry 

(ASVH)  was  olsar  of  tha(Mah  T«0.  HUM  moved  north  cn  routo  BLACK 
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One  dienppointncnt  in  the  '»pb*6tfch  'was  4itM  ‘tw^crfcmanoo  of  the 
43  Infantry  (iRVH).  It  vra  hoped  that  they  would  provide  the  trek  force 
with  a  capable  means  of  conducting  a  dotailod  ground  ecarch  of  tho 
objective  areas.  Howjver,  tho  AHVH  Tnfnatrv  troupe  lacked  dieoiplined 
leadership  end  tho  oonduct  of  the  search  woe  rapid  and  sloppy.  Those 
areas  that  vero  eoorched  were  burned  after  tho  troepe  confiscated  oil 
pigs,  chickens,  bicyclee,  and  other  assorted  itons  of  voluo  to  them. 

It  ie  hopod  that  anothor  mieoion  will  bo  undertaken  with  tho  45  Infmtry 
and  that  threuffh  a  more  definitive  conr.nnd  relationship  more  skillful 
teanwork  cm  be  forced. 

16.  RECTMIENimore.  See  Annex  B. 
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ANNEX  A  to  Coribet  Op p — i ons  X/ter  Action  Report  to  01'  AIEXARERlAt 


TASK  ORGANIZATION  (initially). 
Tr.  I 

1/3-11  Amd  Cav  (-1  plat) 
I/M/3-11  Amd  Cav 
l/pO/Hov/3-11  Amd  Car 
1-H132 


Tm_L 

1/3-11  Amd  Cav 
Lt  Sec  3/1/3-11  Arad  Cav 
1  F0/Hov/3-11  Amd  Cav 
1  -  Ml  32 


Trc  K 

K/3-11  txai  Cay. 

Hi'  See  3/1/3-11  Arad  Cav 
1  Co/1-43  Inf (ARTS ) (OPCON ) 

1  PO/Hov/3-11  Arad  Cav 

2  GVN  National  Police (OPCON) 

M/3-11  Arad  Cav  (-2  plat) 
2/1/3— 1 1  Arad  Cav 
1  K)/How/3-11  Arad  Cav 

TP  CON 


How  Btiy 
Prov  Mort  Btry 
3/919  SV5T 

1  Higr  Reoon  Tm/27  Engr 

Lt  fire  Tb/2-11  Arad  Car  (OPCON) 
MI  Wll  Arad  Cnv 

2  FC/How/3-11  Arnd  V 
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ANNEX  B  to  Combat  Op#'  tiens  After  Action  Report  to  0?  ‘LEXAKDRIA 
LESSORS  LEARNED  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA 


1.  ITHit  RECON  BY  FIRE 

a.  Discussion!  Bather  than  random  reconnaieea nee  into  heavily 
vegitated  areas  euch  as  woodlinee,  junglee  or  banana  grovae  reconnaissance 
by  fire  ehould  etart  short  of  the  suspected  area  and  be  walked  into  the 
target. 

b.  Observation*  Fire  discipline  and  coordination  exhibited  by  the 
enemy  indicatod  that  will  conducted  reoonnaiesance  by  fire  can  cause  an 

enemy  unit  to  reveal  itself  by  rstum  fire,  or  it  will  suprsse  hie  fire. 

2.  ITEM!  FIBE  DISCIPLINE 

a.  Discueeioni  When  a  team  or  a  vehiole  crew  ha#  more  then  one 
automatic  weapon  they  ehould  closely  control  their  fire  during  enemy 
contact  so  that  the?  a  is  always  at  least  one  automatic  weapon  firing 
while  the  others  reload. 

b.  Obesrvationi  Wounoed  personnel  in  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA  indicated 

they  were  wounded  because  all  automatic  weapons  ran  out  of  ammo  at  the 

same  tine  and  the  crew  had  no  euppreeive  fire  while  they  reloaded.  This 

clearly  dictates  the  need  for  control  on  firing  automatic  weapons. 

3.  ITEM*  LAND  NAVIGATION  AT  NIGBT 

a.  DiecushlonJ  Night  movement  under  black  out  conditions  o\n  either 
achieve  groat  eurpriee  and  eucceee  of~  create  chaoe.  Sur.iriee  and  success 
will  be  achieved  if  the  following  proceduree  are  adopted. 

(1)  knew  the  distance  between  SP  and  objective  and  have  the 
lead  element  measure  the  dietance  cn  his  odometer  to  insure  that  the 
objective  or  turn  off  to  the  objective  ie  found. 

(2)  Linsatio  conpassee  are  valuable  as  an  added  reference  far 
movement  and  tc  quickly  dotcrmir.e  general  direction. 

(3)  Preplanned  artillery  concentrations  utilizing  VP  axe  an 
important  aid  to  determining  exact  location  arid  achieving  nroper  position¬ 
ing  on  the  objective  area. 

b.  Observation*  On  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA  the  Third  .  Squadron  enjoyed 
a  successful  night  c.venent  by  employing  tls  procedures  lieted.  It  ie 
recommended  tr.e30  ccj  sidorationa  be  SOP  for  movement  during  hours  of 
darkness. 


4.  ITffli  CLOSING  ON  A  KNOWN  OR  SUSPECTED  ENEMY  POSITION. 

a.  Discussion!  When  moving  agaliist  a  known  or  suspected  anemy 
position  armored  vehicles  should  lead  the  dismounted  elements  eo  that 
any  anti-personnel  ninee,  booby  trope  or  automatic  weapons  fine  will 
be  abeerbod  by  the  armor.  Dismounted  personnel  can  be  utilized  beet 

by  following  behind  to  conduct  a  detailed  search  of  the  area,  utilizing 
the  protection  of  the  armor  and  automatio  weapons. 

b.  Observation*  Tho  combination  of  a  mounted-diemeunted.  teem 
advancing  on  an  enemy  position  proved  effeotive  in  Oi’ERATION  AlLEXANSRXA 
howevor  greater  epead  and  ekill  could  be  achieved  if  training  "were 
conducted  in  this  procedure  by  ARVK  unite. 

5.  IT®  1  DETECTING  UNDERGROUND  BUNKERS  AND  FIRING  POSITIONS. 

a.  Diecusslont  On  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA  eoos  underground  bunkers 
end  firing  positions  were  dotocted  by  long  mounds  of  oarth.  ThJis  was 
prsvalont  in  banana  grooves,  and  in  most  casee  trencha*,  bunkers  and 
firing  petitions  were  fourid  under  the  mounds. 

b.  Observation!  Search  dements  should  be  instructed  concerning 
nounda  and  what  they  could  indicate. 

6-  ITHit  ENEMY  EKPLCYITTET  0?  PUNJII  STICKS. 

A.  Discuseiont  lur.jii  c takes  wcerc  found  around  an  enamy  defensive 
position,  They  were  easily  recognizable  in  the  grase  and  the  points  were 
aiming  away  from  the  position. 

b.  Observation!  Troupe  enould  be  trained  to  look  for  punjli  sticks 
and  read  into  them  what  thoir  employment  could  mean  l.e.  the  dirsetion 
they  are  pointing  ie  oxpocted  route  of  friendly  foroe  advance.  The 
opposite  direction  ni^t  hido  an  enpqy  position. 


7.  ITEMt  EMPLOYMENT  OF  M-132 

a.  Discuseiont  For  maximum  utilization  of  the  IH32  the  following 
techniques  were  found  to  bo  most  effective. 

(1)  Fire  mi rturo^  short  of  target  and  allow  the  flame  to  roll 

into  objectivo.  "  ">  j 

(2)  lire  lowTihSh'poWflOT  si  ‘tfte'm.xture  will  fiisipato  if  fired 
hi^ier  than  necessary. 
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1.  Observations  Crews  on  I-i-152  should  be  trained  in  the  techniques 
mentioned. 

8.  ITEM;  AbStALT  OH  LIKE 

a.  Discussions  At  one  point  Tn  I,  Tti  K  and  Tm  L  cane  on  lino  to 
assuelt  a  vido  area  that  contained  energy  positions.  With  "Ifco  help  of  an 
aerial  observer  79  armored  vehicles  easily  formed  on  line  and  advanced, 
all  weapons  trained  on  the  eneny  positions. 

b.  Observation!  Armor  can  be  employed  sucessfully  in  mass  formations 
in  certain  areas  cf  Vietnam. 

9.  ITEi ;j  CONTROL  OF  COMMAND  NET. 

a.  Discussion!  During  the  operation  there  ’..-ere  tines  when  valuable 
transmissioas  had  to  compete  for  the  opportunity  to  use  the  command  net. 
Request?  for  dustoff  were  being  cut  out  by  spot  reports  which  competed 

with  conmandcrs  controlling  air  strikes.  It  was  resolved  tc  shift  all  air- 
mbbile  transmission  to  the  admin/log  net. 

b.  Observation!  Airmobile  communications  .may  remain  on  the  admin/ 
leg  net  to  lessen  transmissions  on  command  net.  Other  suggestions  include 
training  people  to  listen  before  transmitting  and  f'irly  establishing  tbeir 
own  pribrtiss  should  important  traffic  be  on  the  net. 
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ANNEX  D  -  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  ATLANTA,  Roster  of  Cmdra. 
11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  -  COL  William  W.  Cobb 

Headquarters  and  Headquortars  Troop,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Ragt  -  CKT  Mervsn  L.  Doerr 

1st  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  -  LTC  Martin  D#  Howell 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troop,  1st  Squadron  -  CPT  Richard  H.  Fanning  (30  Oct- 

33  Nov)  1LT  Franklin  F.  Wing  (2b  Nov  -  0  Dec) 
Troop  A,  1st  Squadron  -  CPT  John  E.  Bailey 
Droop  B,  1st  Squadron  -  CPT  JcJrn  L.  Landry 
Droop  C,  1st  Squsdron  -  CPT  Robert  W.  Barrett  Jr. 

Company  0,  1st  Squadron  -  CPT  Bill  Pen  Icy 

Howl  tier  Battery,  1st  Squadron  -  CPT  Willi  at  K.  PraAse 

2nd  Squadron,  11  th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  -  LTC  Kibbey  M.  Home 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troop,  2nd  Squadron  -  CPT  Bob  E.  Shmaberger 

Troop  E,  2nd  Squadron  -  CPT  Richard  M.  Millar 

Troop  F,  2nd  Squadron  -  CPT  Howard  C.  Batt 

Droop  0,  2nd  Squadron  -  CPT  Olaa  J.  Thors on 

Coagseny  H,  2nd  Squadron  -  CPT  John  0.  Russell 

Hovitiar  Battery,  2nd  Squadron  -  CPT  William  R.  Perry 

3rd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  -  LTC  Palmer  A.  Between 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Droop,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Calvin  J,  Reese  (200ct-6Eeo) 

CPT  Tedd  A.  >elah  (6Eeo-3Dec) 

'  roo^  1,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Peter  P,  Heroechak  (20  Oct  -  9  Hov) 

CPT  Joel  R.  Parker  (10  Nov  -  8  Dee) 

Troop  X,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Wayne  P.  Halstead 
Troop  L,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Larry  L.  Mangel 
Co^any  M,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Herbert  C,  Hartal  Jr. 

Howl  tear  Battery,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Leonard  Deage 

37th  Medical  Company  -  CPT  Dennis  J.  Blais 

919th  Engineer  Ccspacy  (Armored)  -  CPT  Donald  J.  Crocker 

l*09ih  Radio  Research  Detachment  -  CPT  Lee  Gentry 

Sblet  Military  LtrU-llLe— —  bt»UiK  _  CPT  Alfred  J.  Dlratoe  (20  Oct  -  18  Nov) 

Mij  Com. Hue  L.  dray  (19  Nov  0  8  Dee) 

33rd  Chemical  Detachment  -  1LT  Jea.'j  T.  Price 

17th  Public  Information  Detachment  .  fttJ  Paul  BleckweU  (20  Oct  -  7  Dec) 

CPT  Owen  Litchfield  (8  Deo) 

38th  Military  Hietory  Detachment  .  KAJ  Bruoe  R.  NLleaon 
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VET  CONO  INCIDENT  HSPCRTS 
26  MAI  1961*  -  3  OCTOBER  1966 


-If  * 


7/ 


to  Cautat  C^ervtiuud  After  Action  Report  to  Operation  ATLANTA 
1.  (C)  INCIDENTS!  BEN  HQA  to  TUAN  LOC  oVnear  National  Highway  Che. 


DAE 

COORDINATES 

INCIDENT 

26  May  61* 

IT  177126 

Artush  of  RVNA?  personnel. 

6  Jul  61* 

IT  1*61*112 

Ambush  of  Civil  Officials. 

30  Kar  66 

IT  1*52128 

Ambush  of  RF  personnel* 

2  Jun  66 

TT  21*1108 

RoadblocV/*  and  mines,  small 
arms. 

13  Jun  66 

r-  295058 

Mins. 

3  Jul  66 

Tf  3310 

Roadblock. 

7  Jul  66 

TT  389101 

Snail  arms. 

Jul  66 

IT  1*50101 

Small  arms. 

12  Aug  66 

TT  31*3101 

Small  arm  a. 

lit  Aug  66 

rr  1*95056 

Roadblock,  Shall  arms. 

19  Aug  66 

IT  31)3102 

Small  arms. 

6  Sep  66 

IT  270100 

Possible  sxtortion  point. 

6  Sep  66 

IT  jLliioo 

Booby- trapped  roadblock. 

13  Sep  66 

IT  272092 

Train  mined. 

2.  (C)  INCIDENTS! 

IUAN  LOC  to  PHUOC  I£  (BARIA)  on  Routes  1  and  2. 

9  Jun  61* 

IS  1*07638 

IT  Mil  pere  arfush  -  6  KIA, 

9  Jun  61*  IS  1*2761*1* 

No  «nbua he  a  9  Jun  6I4  thru  April  66 
No  Info.  Anri  I  66  thru  1  June  66 

I* 

It 


23 


Jun  66 

;:s  1*60830 

Jut  66 

IS  1*62817 

Jun  66 

IS  1(63820 

Jun  66 

IS  1*38911* 

Jul  66 

IS  1*60839 

Jul  66 

IS  1*SI*8S3 

Aug  66 

IS  1*5881*0 
IS  1*51863 

Aug  66 

IS  1*58889 

Aug  66 

IS  1*61*795 

Aug  66 

IS  1*61*796 

Aug  66 

IS  1*1*5970 

Aug  66 

IS  1*39911* 

Aug  66 

IS  1(1*8976 

Aug  66 

IS  1*3191*0 

Aug  66 

IS  1*30937 

Aug  66 

IS  1*35916 

Aug  66 

IS  1*30939 

Aug  66 

IS  lilt5?80 

Aug  66 

13  1*1*3911* 

Aug  66 

IS  1*55850 

Aug  66 

IS  1*5581,0 

Aug  66 

IS  1*5781*1* 

Aug  66 

TS  U58833 

dog  66 

IS  1*51851, 

Aug  66 

IS  1*51*851, 

Aug  66 

TS  1*65876 

Aug  66 

TS  1*53862 
IS  1,55871 

Aug  66 

IS  1*55907 

Aug  66 

TS  158898 

Aug  66 

TS  159900 

Sep  66 

TS  1*1*8978 

Sep  66 

TS  1*2561*7 

Sep  66 

TS  1*3291*0 

Sep  66 

TS  1*37919 

Oct  66 

TS  1*51*865 

WIA 

RP  Mil  pure  anbueh  -  3  KIA 


Snail 

AT  nine  found  -  destroyed  in 
pleee  onrer  Vi  long  -  not  clear. 
Roadblock,  dirt  mounds,  cuts. 
Road  cut  -  passable. 

Snail  arm*. 

3  nines-l  AFC-1  Von  imaged. 
Road  reported  mined. 

Road  cut. 

Road  cut. 

Roadblock  with  poos  eons  pit. 
Road  cut. 

Road  cut. 

Tree  over  road-held  up  traffic. 
Dirt  sound  across  road,  and 
Just  off  road. 

Che  dirt  mound  each  rids . 

Crater  in  road. 

Dirt  road  block. 

Deep  trench  acroea  road. 

Two  tress  . cross  road. 

Crater  in  road. 

2  hruahftwood  roadblock e-lDCm 
apart. 

Barbed  wire  barrier. 

Mixta,  hit  by  truck. 

Mine,  hit  by  truck. 

AFC,  hite  mine. 

Jeep,  hite  mine. 

Nmercus  but  passable  cute. 

AFC  deetroyed  by  aine. 

Truck  hit  nine. 

ARVN  AFC  imaged  by  mine. 

Cam  and  oattneted  mine. 

D/I  explosion,  mall 
Mine. 

Shall  axaa. 

Two  road  cut*. 
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